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John Paul Jones bids goodbye to his victorious
ship, USS Bonhomme Richard.

U.S. Navy photo

USNS Henson leads the charge
to find John Paul Jones’ iconic ship

INSIDE — Swift wraps up High-Speed Vessel-Southern Partnership Station+ MSC ships host VBSS exercises
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Trust and confidence: aiming high
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bout 10 years ago, a think tank ran a study to de-

termine what the most trusted institutions were in
the United States. Some surprising results popped up:
DOD ranked in the top five, above the Congress and
even above religious institutions. Now, that doesn’t
surprise me. I've always believed that we in DOD have
executed our missions faithfully, honestly and with
character. It was heartening to know that the American
people felt the same way.

If you ran that survey now within the Navy and
DOD, | think it would show that MSC is one of the
most trusted commands in the U.S. military.

| say this because, since MSC'’s beginnings as the
Military Sea Transportation Service in 1949, we've
been entrusted with more than 20 vital missions, and
the list keeps growing.

You can see the trend in the graphic above. We began
with 401 ships gathered from four organizations in the
post-World War Two era. We've refined our approach
since then and made our processes more efficient and
effective. Now we use 175 ships to conduct our mis-
sions for a wide spectrum of customers across DOD
and the federal government. With the joint high-speed
vessels, the sea-based X-band radar ship and other
ships potentially on our horizon, MSC'’s credibility and
reputation continue to grow. I’'m firmly convinced that
it's the quality and dedication of our people, afloat and
ashore, that are responsible. Well done, shipmates!

and professionals will discuss current issues affecting
women in the maritime industry, which includes our
CIVMARs. Conference attendees will network, build
relationships and share experiences. Cadets will learn
about the industry and meet women who have built suc-
cessful careers. Women from the industry will be there
to mentor young women just beginning their careers.

You can find more information from and about the
conference at www.tamug.edu/wow.

Farewell Rear Admiral Wray

My deputy, Rear Adm. Rob Wray, finished up his
tour at MSC Sept. 30 and departed to assume his new
duties as special assistant to the commander of NA-
VAF/NAVEUR. Rear Adm. Wray was a very visible
presence throughout MSC, and | know that many of
you had an opportunity to meet and talk with him dur-
ing histravels. His energy and willingness to take on
tough issues that had an impact on you made a huge
difference to the MSC enterprise. | also know that he
personally exchanged e-mails with many of you, ad-
dressing your specific issues. He left MSC much better
than he found it.

Hisrelief is Rear Adm. Brian LaRoche, an excep-
tional officer in his own right, who brings a wealth of
experience to the job. You will see Rear Adm. LaRoche
out and about the fleet in the very near future.

I’m starting a new set of travels myself, from mid-
November through December. I'll see you out there!
People initiatives Until next month—

We are continuing to gain traction on executing the
50 initiatives we've laid out to focus on human capital :
you. | asked NOOH task force director Chief Engineer
Ray Blanchet to report out on where we stand six
months into our effort. His article will appear in next
month’s Sealift. Please take a moment to read it. As
always, your feedback is important to me.

In the meantime, here’s some information from the
women'’s issues section of the 50 initiatives.

Sail safe, and yours aye.

Women on the Water Conference

The fourth annual Women on the Water Conferenceis
scheduled for the first week in November at the Texas
Maritime Academy in Galveston. Maritime cadets

Mark H. “Buz” Buzby
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Commander, Military Sealift Command




MSC ships, CIVMARS, host and role-play in Valiant Shield 2010

By Ed Baxter, SEALOGFE Public Affairs

acadm morning near the coast of Guam, U.S. Marine Corps Harrier jetsthundered
over the bow of asuspicious ship. Thewop-wop sound of Marine Cobraand SeaKnight
helicopters followed. One Sea Knight hovered over the ship’s flight deck just long enough for
Marinesto pour out of theaircraft, fast-roping to the deck below.

Once aboard, the Marines

tactically spread out across
the ship. Some secured the
bridge and engine room,
while otherstook crew mem-
bersinto custody.

One crew member was
handcuffed by the Marines
and questioned about the
ship'scargo and destination,
while anather found hersdlf
face down, hands cuffed
behind her back, ydling at the
MarinesinArabic.

Inthiscase, the" suspi-
cious’ shipwasMilitary
Sedift Command dry cargo/
ammunition ship USNSAlan
Shepard, which sarved asa
gaging plaform for Marines
totraininared-world vist,
board, seerch and seizure
exercise Sept. 18.

Sandison Macklin, athird
officer aboard Shepard,
played therde of theship's
mester while TamaraKaileh,
acadet a theU.S. Merchant
Marine Academy who is flu-
entinArabic, playedtherole
of asugpect crew member.
Other membersof Shepard's
cvil service mariner, or
CIVMAR, crew assumed
other roles.

TheVBSSexercdsewas
pat of Vadiant Shied 2010,
which was held off Guam and
the Republic of Palau Sept.

oiler USNS John Ericsson d o participated inthe annud exerdise, whichwasfirgt held in 2006.
“Working with the Marines dlowed alarge percentage of the crew to gain vaugble
ingght and experience on how their role trandates to improving the effectiveness of the
warfighter,” said Shepard’s civil service master Capt. Lee Apsley.
Vdiant Shied dso included the sinking of ex-USSA cadiaabout 135 miles southwest of

Guam. Navgo towed the 22,000-ton destroyer tender more
than 3,400 milesfrom Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, so ar and
surface forces could use the ship for live-fire target practice.

Thetow operaion began Aug. 27 when harbor tugs po-
stioned Acadianear Navgo'ssternin Pearl Harbor'smain
channd. Navg o then secured a50-foot tow wireto Acadia
and carefully maneuvered the ship out of the narrow char-
nel. Oncein the open ocean, the tow wire was extended
to about 2,000 feet to ensure the ships kept assfe distance
throughout the 24-day voyage.

Saling a an average speed of Sx knots, Navgo and
Acadia reached their final destination the morning of Sept.
19. But before Navgio's CIVMARs could rdlease the tow
wire, however, they had to board Acadiain order to

re-energizethe ship'snavigation lights, which hed
unexpectedly failed.

“Without navigation lights, the dead ship presented
ared danger to navigaion,” said Navgo'scivil
service madter Capt. P Todd Chrigtian.

Navajo’s First Officer Michael Keller, Chief
Engineer Keith Chamberlin and Wiper Ronnie Josfet
boarded Acadiaby dimbing a60-foot Jacob's ladder
from one of Navajo’s rigid hull, inflatable boats. Once
safely aboard, the team used flashlights to move
through the compartments of the ghost ship.

“Theshipwas egrily quiet and dark, without fan
or enginenoise, only the sounds of our footstepson
the sted deck and an open hatch cresking asthe ship
rolled back and forth,” said Keller.

The crew restored the navigation lights, and Acadia

Alan Shepard Third Officer Sandi

U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Richard Doolin

son
Macklin roleplays the part of a hos-
tage during the role-playing portion of
a noncompliant boarding exercise.

12-22. Theexercisetested

the U.S. military’ s ability to detect, locate, track and engage enemy forcesa sea. Participants
included the USS George Washington carrier strike group, USS Essex expeditionary dtrike
group, the 31 Marine Expeditionary Unit and Air Force B-52 bombers from Guam’sAnder-

FnAir Bae

MSC'sCIVMAR-crewed rescue and salvage ship USNS Navgo and flegt replenishment

was st adrift. Misson complete, Navgo headed
away from Acadiafor aport cdl in Guam.

Onthemorning of Sept. 20, Marineand Navy
arcraft, hdlicopters, surface shipsand Air Force
B-52 bombers began firing missiles, shooting guns
and dropping laser-guided bombson Acadia By the
afternoon, Acadiahad dipped benegth the ocean’'s
urfeceforever.

Ericsson and Shepard dso conducted underway replen-
ishmentswith both the Essex and George Washington

drike groups, ddlivering more than 7.9 million galons of fud and 602 palets of cargo.
“Throughout the exercise, MSC ships displayed why they are such animportant part of
our nationa mearitime security,”

said Sedlift Logigtics Command Far East commander Navy

Capt. Chip Denmean. “M SC ships support vauable, red-world training exercises which

keep our warfighters operating at the highest level.”

Mount Whitney participates in Jackal Stone 2010 exercise

By MC1 Terry Vick
U.S. Naval Forces Europe/U.S. Naval
Forces Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet Public Affairs

ilitary Sedlift Command command ship USS

Mount Whitney participated in exercise Jackd
Stone 2010, ajoint military operation in the Baltic Sea,
off the coasts of Lithuaniaand Poland Sept. 16-26.

The multinational, military special operations
exercise organized by Speciad Operations Command
Europe was designed to improve international mili-
tary partnerships through joint training with special
operationsforces from Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Romania, Ukraine and the United States.
Mount Whitney, the flagship for the U.S. 6th Fleet,
which operates with ahybrid crew of MSC civil ser-
vice marinersand U.S. sailors, served asthe platform
for the exercise.

During the exercise, specia operationsforces, aso
called SOF, from participating nations practiced air-
borne insertion maneuvers, and visit, board, search
and seizure, or VBSS, techniques.

“Jacka Stone 2010 was a unique opportunity for
SOF units from these countries to promote better
communication and improve our readinessto build a
greater fighting force worldwide,” said Chief War-
rant Officer Daniel Spencer, a special operations task
group liaison officer from Naval Special Warfare Unit
Two. “Mount Whitney answered the cal by providing
the ahility to practice the underway-vessel troop-
insertion techniques of fast-roping and small-boat
operations on numerous occasionsto assist the SOF
units on the ground.”

Fast-roping isamilitary insertion technique used

A Lithuanian helicopter lands aboard Military
Sealift Command command ship USS Mount
Whitney as part of exercise Jackal Stone 2010.

to deploy troops from ahelicopter using braided nylon descension
ropes and is used by operators during VBSS operations. Another
technique practiced on Mount Whitney was the hook and climb, a
more subtle VBSS insertion method that uses rigid-hull, inflatable
boats or combat-rubber raiding craft to approach a suspicious vessdl
and climb aboard.

Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 28, Detachment One, em-
barked on Mount Whitney to coordinate combat fast-rope training
exercises on the flight deck with MI-8 helicopters from the Lithu-
anian Air Force. It was the responsibility of the CIVMARSsto keep
flight operations running without interruption.

“I wasasenior landing sgnd enlised for Mount Whitney,” sad
CIVMAR Boatswain’s Mate Kenneth Graham. “During flight opera-
tions, | directed dl arcraft for proper and safelandings aboard the ship.”

Mount Whitney also supported the exercise by providing afor-

ward afloat staging platform for special operations
units and their support eements.

“We were able to be amobile-operating base for
the Specid Operations Surgica Team, aswell as
provide aerial reconnaissance and logistical support
through the use of our organic air ass&t,” said Navy
Lt. Tiffany Hill, Mount Whitney’s operations officer.
“During the 10-day specid operation exercise,
Mount Whitney's presence was a huge asset,” said
Spencer. “The ship provided excellent surveil-
lance of targets at seaand hel ped the SOF planners
maintain an excellent perspective of the big picture
by srategicdly placing itself off the coast ready to
perform any task the SOF required.”

The Mount Whitney crew knew itsrole was criti-
cal in keeping the exercise on track.

“This exercise was important because we handled
al the engineering, which kept the ship operating
24 hours aday with zero casudties,” said CIVMAR
Christopher Bongard, a deck engineer machinist.

“Wewere ableto rig up afueling system to fuel
small boats coming dong side and complete this
task at amoment’s notice.”

“| felt privileged and honored to be part of such
an event, and in support of al other Joint Task Force
evolutions” said Graham.

“I spent most of my career sailing on civilian
ships” said Bongard. “Working aboard Mount
Whitney gives me a perspective on how the [uni-
formed] Navy and MSC do things differently. This
[exercisg] actudly dlows both organizationsto
come together and work toward acommon god.”

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Sylvia Nealy

KimDixon, MSC Public Affairs, contributed to thisstory.
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By Kim Dixon, SEALOGEUR Public Affairs

“ They did not abandon her ‘til after nine o' clock; the water was
then up to thelower deck, and a little after ten | saw, with inex-
pressible grief, thelagt glimpse of the Bon Homme [9¢] Richard”

wrote the determined godfather of the U.S. Navy, John Paul Jones, on Sept. 25,

779, two days after his historic victory againgt the British Roya navy’'sHMS
Serapis, when his Continental Navy ship Bonhomme Richard sank into the depths of the
North Sea off England. For more than two centuries Jones famous phrase, “1 have not
yet begun to fight,” has continued to inspire members of the U.S. Navy, as well as U.S.
merchant mariners who have supported the United States' defense around the world.
Today Bonhomme Richard and the legendary leader whose memory it invokes are at the
forefront again as Military Sedlift Command oceanographic survey ship USNS Henson
undertakes anew search for the celebrated ship.

For 10 days beginning Sept. 10, Henson, which is operated by MSC for the Naval
Meteorology and Oceanography Command, was tasked from aroutine deployment to the
European theater of operations—under U.S. 6th Fleet —to serve asthe primary platform
for asurvey team hoping to narrow the 100 square miles of seabed in the North Sea off
the coast of Flamborough Heed, England, where Bonhomme Richard is thought to have
sunk to itswatery grave.

“Throughout their years of active service, the Navy’s M SC oceanographic ships have
sailed hundreds of thousands of nautical miles collecting critical oceanographic and
hydrographic data,” said Rear Adm. Jonathan W. White, commander, Naval Meteorology
and Oceanography Command. “1 consider it an honor that our cutting-edge naval ocean
survey technology now will be used to forge a connection with this historic ship and its
commander, U.S. Navy hero, John Paul Jones.”

The crew of Henson, U.S. merchant marinerswho work for a private company under
contract to MSC, expressed their enthusiasm for the opportunity to participate in the search.

“Finding the wreck could provide insight into the lives of Capt. Jones, his crew, and
their battle with the Serapis, and perhaps even some new discoveries about the events
of the time,” said Henson’s Third Officer Barnaby Bosanquet. “I watch television
shows about this type of mission when I’'m home, so I'm feeling quite lucky to have
been involved.”

A ship commits to a watery grave

From all accounts, the battle on Sept. 23, 1779, was aferocious one, almost impossible
to comprehend in the modern age of nava warfare.

“...and | made both ships fast together in that Situation, which, by the action of the
wind on the enemy’s sails, forced her stern close to the Bon Homme Richard's [sic] bow,
so that the shipslay square dongside of each other, the yards being al entangled, and the
cannon of each ship touching the opponent’s,” wrote Jones.

Serapis was struck by gunfire in more than 10 different locations, but as dismal as its
Situation was, Bonhomme Richard fared much worse on that day.

“With respect to the situation of the Bon Homme Richard [sic], the rudder was cut
entirely off, the stern frame, and transoms were amost entirely cut away, and the timbers
by the lower deck, especially from the mainmast towards the stern, being greatly de-
cayed with age, were mangled beyond my power of description, and a person must have
been an eye witnessto form ajust idea of the tremendous scene of carnage, wreck, and
ruin, which every where gppeared,” wrote Jones. “Humanity cannot but recoil from the
prospect of such finished horror, and lament that war should be capable of producing such
fatal consequences...”

Despite the dire state of Bonhomme Richard, Jones' counterpart, Royal navy Capt.
Richard Pearson, surrendered before he realized the condition of his opponent. Jones
and his crew transferred to his newly-won prize Serapis, as Bonhomme Richard, a
victor in the battle considered a turning point in the American Revolutionary War, was
broken and rudderless.

“Being retired Navy, the historical significance and achievement in finding Bon-
homme Richard is beyond words,” said Henson’s civilian Medical Department Repre-
sentative Mark Pearson. “It isapart of our past and set the course for the Navy aswe
know it today.”
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The search begins

Five years ago, the Ocean Technology Foundation, a non-profit undersea research and
education service organization, also called OTF, spearheaded an annual project to search
for the remains of Bonhomme Richard with support from various commands within the
U.S. Navy.

The first question was where to start looking. The location of the Battle of Flamborough
Head was well-documented. Indications are that both ships were badly damaged and drift-
ing, with Bonhomme Richard sinking

more than aday after the battle. However,
information on the crew’s actions during
this history-making battle does not paint a
complete picture.

To fill in gaps, OTF Bonhomme
Richard Project historian, Peter Reaveley,
spent more than 35 years collecting and
analyzing historical data about the battle,
using eyewitness accounts, weather and
tidal information from that time, and crew
actionsand ships logs.

With the available information in hand,
U.S. Nava Academy faculty members
crested acomputer program that inte-
grated the weather and tidal information
with crew actions and last-known ship
positionsto try to determine where the
ship ultimately sank.

“We bdieve the shipto bein an area
where the water islessthan 200 feet
deep,” said Dr. Peter Guth, an oceanogra-
phy professor at the U.S. Naval Academy
who led a group of four midshipmen on
thisyear’s expedition. “Whilebeing in
water that shallow can make the search
essier because more assets are available
to conduct the search, it does also increase
the likelihood that the remains have been
scattered across the ocean floor by com-
mercial fishing nets operating in the area
[during] the past 200 years.”

When OTF was created in 2006, 550
square miles fit the criteria. Each sub-
sequent expedition has narrowed the
search, with 450 square miles surveyed
and 100 square miles—roughly the sze
of Washington, D.C., —remaining before
Henson assisted in surveying 63 more
square miles.

Thisyear’s collaboration included
the most extendve support from the
U.S. Navy to date, including the use of
avariety of high-technology undersea
search tools such as Henson's Klein 5000
towed side-scan sonar; the Naval Oceano-
graphic Office’s unmanned underwater
vehicle REMUS 600 with side-scan and
multi-beam sonar; and the Office of Naval

U.S. Navy photo by Rebecca Burke

Research’'s unmanned underwater vehicle
REMUS 600 equipped with buried mine
identification technology used for locating mines buried in the ocean bottom.

Henson's crew joined forces with various members of the project’s survey team —includ-
ing oceanographers from the Naval Oceanographic Office, faculty and midshipmen from the
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U.S. Naval Academy, representatives from the Office of Naval Research and the Naval
History and Heritage Command, members of the Bonhomme Richard Search project
team from OTF and personnd from the British Royal navy and the French navy. This
diverse team assembled in Portsmouth, England, with its related equipment, to meet
Henson during its port visit there.

“The normal routine was to launch the REMUS off the stern early in the day,” said
civilian mariner Capt. Greg Gillotte, master of Henson. “ The survey team would have us
go to acertain point where they wanted

to launch the REMUS. We would put
the ship into position to launch. Then
after the run, we' d have to maneuver
the ship alongside close enough to fire
agrappling hook with aline that would
catch the float line that was released on
REMUS. We' d grapple theline, and
then pull it onto the ship.”

The REMUS 600 isafully indepen-
dent underwater vehicle that is not con-
nected to the ship. Operators program
the desired underwater-survey pattern
into the vehicle's computer before put-
ting the vehicle into the water, where it
can operate in depths of up to 1,968 feet
for 18 to 20 hours on batteries. When
that time has elapsed, the vehicle brings
itself to the surface, and the survey team
on the ship recoversit. The recorded
computer imagery isthen played back
and analyzed.

Henson's towed side-scan sonar, the
Klein 5000, which is capable of work-
ing to depths of 656 feet with the ship
operating a speeds of two to 10 knots,
operated with the REMUS. The Klein
provided alive picture of near-photo-
graphic quality back to Henson. Keeping
both systemsin the water smultaneous-
ly doubled the areathat the survey team
was able to cover during the search. That
increased the workload for Henson and
itscrew.

“We were often working around the
clock,” sad Gillotte. “We might have to
retrieve the fish [REMUS] at two a.m.,
and then turn around at sSix am. and put
theKleinintotow. Plus, if theKlein
wasin the water, and it wastime to bring
inthe REMUS, we had to recover the
Klein first. While the NAVOCEANO
team launches and retrieves the RE-
MUS, my crew doesal the operations
on deck when we' reusing the Klein.”

Mission challenges aside, Henson
found itself at the mercy of what has
been the bane of many mariners ex-
istence: the North Seain late summer.
Operating during daysthat saw 25- to

30-knot winds with gusts more than 40
knots, and 10- to 12-foot seas, Henson's 328-foot length and 58-foot beam became valu-
able commodities to the experts on board.

“It was aluxury to have Henson as our working platform,” said Mdlissa Ryan,
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Bonhomme Richard search-project
manager for OTF. “[The ship] was ex-
tremely stable and allowed usto work
continuoudly, evenin high seas. We
have had expeditionsin the past using
much smaller vessdlswhere we have
lost half of our time a seadueto the
wesether. As an oceanographic survey
ship, the Henson was perfectly
suited to the mission of searching
for the Bonhomme Richard. Its
[Henson's] crew gave 100 percent
to ensure that the misson was a
success.”

And the findings are ...

Threeinterested countries.
Ten days at sea. More than 63
square miles searched. Twenty-
four Henson civilian mariners.
Twenty-nine oceanographers,
historians, underwater arche-
ologists, researchers and mid-
shipmen. Just what mysteries
did these virtual denizens of
the deep uncover?

“Thisyear’s search was
very successful in that
we [have now] surveyed
90 percent of our [total]
survey area,” said Ryan. In
addition, the survey team
identified several hundred
targets under the seawithin the 63
square miles searched.

However, more than 200 years spent at the bottom of the North Seaisnot likely to have
been kind to awooden ship that entered the battle already abit long in the tooth at 14 years of
age. From Jones' own description, the ship wasin pieces long before she dowly settled in her
final resting spot. Is it realistic to assume there is something left to find?

“There' snot a shipwreck out there that can't be found,” said Dr. Robert Neyland, director of
underwater archaeology at the Naval History and Heritage Command. “Researchers have studied
every known book, drawing and moded of Bonhomme Richard. When the ship was built in 1765
as a French merchant ship, there was a scarcity of wooden knees— right-angled timbers used to
connect parts of awooden ship together — so boat builders used iron knees to support the deck.”

“ Another unique e ement of Bonhomme Richard isthat she was carrying 250 tons of iron bal-
last, during atime when most ships used rock ballast,” said Neyland. The ship’s 40 iron guns and
large one-ton bower anchors could also stand out from other sea-bed debris.

Theintersection of an experienced survey team, high-technology equipment, acrew of
seasoned mariners on Henson, and knowledge of what historic artifacts they are looking for
provided more pogitive results for thisyear’s survey team than ever.

“We located more than 30 sites we deemed worthy of further investigation,” said Ryan. “One
dtein particular looks very promising, and we will be excited to get aclose-up look &t it with a
remotely operated vehicle on afuture expedition.” The search participants are coordinating to
determine what the next step will be.

“To be part of amission that could bring history back to life—to be able to see how time has
preserved, or deteriorated, the Bonhomme Richard ... to see what secrets, if any, might be wait-
ing to be discovered — that’s what was significant to me about this expedition,” said Copeland.
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Military Sealift Command’'s Mari-
time Prepositioning Ship Squadron
Two changed leadership Oct. 5 when
Navy Capt. Wesley Brown relieved
Navy Capt. Gene “Fred” Harr
during a ceremony held on board
the squadron’s flagship USNS SGT
William R. Button at Diego Garcia.
Brown most recently served as the
expeditionary warfare module head
and executive officer of Tactical
Training Group Atlantic in Norfolk.
Navy Capt. Chip Denman, com-
mander of the Singapore-based Sea-
lift Logistics Command Far East and
the ceremony’s principal speaker,
presented Harr with the Legion of
Merit Medal, for his service to the
command since November 20009.
Following MPS Squadron Two, Harr
became the division director for of-
ficer and enlisted career progression
at the Navy Personnel Command’s
Bureau of Naval Personnel in Mil-
lington, Tenn.

Maritime Prepositioning Force
ship USNS SGT William R. Button,
flagship of MPS Squadron Two, and
MPF ship USNS GY SGT Fred W.
Stockham provided emergency as-
sistance to a distressed commercial
vessel near the British Indian Ocean
Territory of Diego Garcia, Aug. 31
to Sept. 1. The Cambodian-flagged
MV Intercrown, with a Russian
crew embarked, reported that it
was taking on water in its forward
cargo holds. Intercrown then lost its
main propulsion and began drifting
towards Diego Garcia, home of MPS
Squadron Two. Button’s electrician
Andrey Zharkoff, a native Rus-
sian speaker, acted as a translator
with the Russian-speaking crew via
bridge-to-bridge radio. Button also
transferred two electrical submers-
ible pumps to assist in de-watering
efforts aboard the commercial ship.
After Button returned to port, Stock-
ham’s Able Seaman Sergy Kurch-
enko embarked Diego Garcia-based
BIOT patrol ship Blue Marlin, sent
to assist Intercrown, to continue
tranglation services. Intercrown’s
crew members were able to repair its
main propulsion system before pro-
ceededing to Sri Lanka for further
repairs. Button's crew’sw efforts
“hel ped safeguard the environmen-
tally-sensitive island and were in
keeping with the finest traditions
of seafarers rendering assistance to
shipsin distress,” said Denman.

Civil service mariners and Mo-
bile Diving and Salvage Unit One
divers embarked on M SC rescue
and salvage ship USNS Safeguard
conducted bilateral training with
Hong Kong’s local civil fire and
emergency services during a port
visit Sept. 26-30. Safeguard’s crew
members toured Hong Kong's Fire
and Emergency Services' diving
support vessel and observed their
shoreside hyperbaric chamber and
related equipment. A hyperbaric
chamber is used to treat or prevent
decompression sickness during
deep dives. Next, Hong Kong's
team visited Safeguard and ob-
served dive equipment and static
displays aboard the ship. The visit
concluded with a group discus-
sion about future engagements.
Safeguard’s Hong Kong port call is
part of aU.S. 7th Fleet initiative to
build relationships with countriesin

the region through mutual coopera-
tion and engagement.

SEALOGFE hosted an oil-
spill response table-top exercise
at the command'’s headquarters
in Singapore, Sept. 15-16. The
scenario-driven exercise included
key players from SEALOGFE,

M SC headquarters, Task Force 73,
MSC Office Korea, MSC Office
Diego Garcia and Ship Support
Unit Guam. The group shared ideas
and techniques in order to respond
to an oil spill from an MSC ship
should it occur. The conference
was organized and facilitated by
SEALOGFE's strategic sealift
director Dennis Debraggio.

MPS Squadron Three com-
mander Navy Capt. Herman Awai
and USNS 1st LT Jack Lummus’
civilian master Capt. Rich Horne
hosted Navy Rear Adm. Paul Bush-
ong, commander, U.S. Naval Forces
Marianas, and commander, Joint
Region Marianas, Sept. 24, aboard
the ship near Guam. Awai briefed
the admiral on Maritime Preposi-
tioning Force operations around
Guam and Saipan, and chief staff
officer Navy Lt. Cmdr. Richard
Preston led the admiral on atour of
the ship.

During a port visit to the Re-
public of Palau, Awai and Horne
hosted Republic of Palau President
Johnson Toribiong on board Lum-
mus, Sept. 15. Other guestsin-
cluded Republic of Palau First Lady
Valeria Toribiong, Minister of State
Victor Yano, House Speaker Noah
Idechong, and ambassadors from
Japan and the Philippines.” The
purpose of Lummus' port call to
the South Pacific island nation was
to support U.S. 7th Fleet's theater
security cooperation objectives and
develop goodwill between the gov-
ernments of Palau and the United
States,” Awal said.

Awai and squadron staff members
then joined sailors from the Gulfport,
Miss.-based Mobile Construction
Battalion 11 in avolunteer event to
clean and make repairs to a veterinary
clinicin Koror, Palau, Sept. 28. Staff
members conducted general mainte-
nance and repaired kennels.

MPF ship USNS Dahl’s civil-
ian master Capt. Kurt N. Klein-
schmidt and crew hosted a one-day,
daylight cruise for local Saipan
scout troops, as well as students and
teachers from the local Whispering
Palms school Aug. 31 off the coast
of Saipan. Guests were briefed
on the ship’s mission, toured the
vessel, and received basic naviga-
tion and seamanship training from
embarked mariners.

MPS Squadron Two welcomes
chief staff officer Navy Lt. Cmdr.
Brett Garvie who relieved Navy
Lt. Cmdr. Brent Holbeck. MSCO
Korea welcomes administrative
officer Navy Yeoman 2nd Class
Cory Henderson.

SEALOGFE bids fair winds and
following seas to special mission
ship officer Navy Lt. Jerry Daley,
who received a Navy Commenda-
tion Medal marking the end of his
tour with the command, and M SCO
Diego Garcia administrative of -
ficer Navy Yeoman 1st Class
Sandra Manning, who received a
Navy Achievement Medal.

COMPASS

Several ships and shore offices around
the command are holding official award
ceremoniesto honor the civil service
marinerswho are eligibleto wear the
Secretary of Defense Medd for the
Globa War on Terrorism. The meddl is
awarded to those who have met criteria
based on duration of duty in specific
geographic regions.

Military Sedift Fleet Support Com-
mand personnel collected 356 pounds of
food for the Food Bank of South Hamp-

ton Roads, part of the Feds Feed Families
food drive, afedera-employee sponsored

campaign that orchestrates the donation
and collection of hedthy, non-perishable
foodsfor locd food banks. Morethan

one-third of thefood collected came from

gaff memberswithin the command's
medical department.

MSFSC participated in the recent
American Society of Nava Engineers
Fleet Maintenance and Modernization
Symposium Sept. 14-15 held in Virginia
Beach, Va The event provided class
managers David Allen, Frank Cun-
ningham and Mike Ricci, and Director
of Engineering Support Rick Albert an
opportunity to meet with various sup-
pliers and shipyard managers. MSFSC

« HEADING

Director Jack Taylor, Deputy Director
Fred McKenna, Chief of Staff Navy
Capt. Al Woods and chief engineers Bob
McManus and Jim Shine also attended
the conference.

In late September, dry cargo/am-
munition ship USNS Robert E. Peary
served as the film site for an MSFSC
in-house operational risk-management
training video. Along with introductory
remarks by Taylor, the film crew cap-
tured remarks by Navy Capt. Randall
Rockwood and Chief Engineer Bob
McManus, who served as the produc-
tion’s subject-matter experts.

Personnel in MSFSC’s medical office
prepared aluncheon of fresh fruits and
vegetables, soup and nuts, Sept. 23, put-
ting aspotlight on healthy egting habits
in conjunction with DOD’s employee
wellness campaign.

Fair winds and following seasto Chief
Engineer Kenneth Fuchs and Third
Officer David Steuber asthey retire.
Thank you for your service.

MSFSC regretsto report the desth of
2nd Assistant Engineer Timothy Taylor.

For more MSFSC and civil service
mariner news, view the online newdetter
at www.msc.navy.mil/msfsc/newd etter.

PACIFIC « BRIEFS

Military Sedlift Command dry cargo/
ammunition ship USNS Matthew Perry
made its first fueling stop at the Man-
chester Navy Fuel Depot in Puget Sound,
Wash., Sept. 27. Following the subsequent

loading of anmunition a the Naval Maga:

Zineat Indian Idand, the ship transted to
Pearl Harbor for an ammunition offload.
Perry rdieved M SC ammunition ship
USNS Kiska in the mid-Pacific area of
operationsin mid-October.

MSC large, medium-speed, roll-on/
roll-off ship USNS Pililaau arrived in
San Diego in early August following an
extended layberth period in Vancouver,
Wash. The ship then departed San Diego
Sept. 14 en route the U.S. Gulf Coast
for positioning for aregulatory shipyard
period that takes place every five years.
RFililaau, one of three West Coadt-sited
LMSRsrequired by U.S. TRANSCOM,
was rdlieved by MSC large, medium-
speed, rall-on/rall-off ship USNS Bob

CENTRAL -

In September, Sedlift Logistics Command
Centrd and Combined Task Force 53 bid
fair winds to Military Sealift Command fleet

replenishment oiler USNS John Lenthdl asthe

ship ended asuccessful four-month deploy-
ment in support of U.S. 5th Fleet operations
New Dawn and Enduring Freedom, and

mearitime interdiction operations off the coast of
Somdiaand inthe Red Sea. Whilein theater,

Lenthdl’s crew conducted 42 underway

replenishmentsin support of the USSHarry S,
Truman Carrier Strike Group aswel as numer-

ous U.S. and codition navy combatant ships.
SEALOGCENT/CTF-53 s operations

continued a asteady ratein September, with

Naval Fleet Auxiliary Force shipsddiver-
ing morethan 4 million galons of fuel,
transferring 1,166 tons of cargo and ddliver-
ing 588 tons of mail to U.S. and codlition
ships. NFAF ships supported U.S. 5th Fleet
operations Partnership-Strength-Presence,

StruggleAgaing Violent Extremists, Enduring
Freedom and New Dawn, aswell as maritime

Security operations.
MSC fleet replenishment oiler USNS

Hope, which arrived in San Diego Sept.
29. Inlate October, MSC large, medium-
speed, roll-on/rall-off ship USNS Men-
donca conducted a cargo lift to Hawali
before transiting to Bremerton, Wash., to
become the third surge LM SR sited on
theWest Coast.

Navy Cmdr. Ray Franklin,
SEALOGPAC operations officer, attend-
ed U.S. 3rd Fleet's Standard Task Force
Structure Workshop in San Diego in Sep-
tember. The workshop focused on a Chief
of Naval Operations-directed examination
of current task force structures. Thetask
forceis examining dternate organizations
to better support command and control
functions a the operationa level.

Welcome aboard Navy Lt. Cmdr.
Mike Ray, SEALOGPAC chief gaff
officer. Ray joins the SEALOGPAC staff
following two years at Commander Naval
Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, where
he served as the enlisted personnel officer.

CURRENTS

Joshua Humphreys was activated from
reduced operating satusby U.S. Fleet
Forces Command to support counter-piracy
and overseas contingency operationsin the
Arabian Sea. Activaing the ship, which
deectivated and joined the Navy's I nactive
Ships Programin 1996, was not an easy task;
Atlantic Marine Philadel phia.spent nearly $13
million and took 70 daysto return Humphreys
to agtatuswhereit could replace Lenthdl as
the duty oiler to U.S. and codition warships
operding inthe Arabian Sea. SEALOGCENT
gopreciaesthe efforts of NFAF and Military
Sadlift Heet Support Command in getting
Humphreysto U.S. 5th Heet.
“Humphreysand her crew continueto
overcomeobstacles ... onadaily basis,” sad
Humphrey's civil service master Capt. David
Gommo. “Thetdented and hard-working
crew members on board have dedicated them-
selvesto ensuring that the materia conditions
of Humphreys get better with each passng
day. Despitethe challengesthat lie aheed,
Humphreys, once again, has ‘ Romeo Closed
Up’ in service to the fleet.




MSC welcomes new deputy commander, command master chief

By MSC Public Affairs

1983 with adegreein political science. He aso holds a Master of Sciencein computer
science from the New Jersey Ingtitute of Technology. His military education includes
the U.S. Air Force Air Command and Staff College and the Joint Forces Staff College.

MSC also welcomed Navy Master Chief Miguel-Juan V. Reyes as the command
master chief Aug. 20.

ilitary Sealift Command welcomed its new deputy commander Oct. 1 at

M SC headquarters in Washington, D.C. Navy Rear Adm. Brian L. LaRoche
put his civilian career on hold to don his khaki uniform on atwo-year recall from
the Navy Reserve.

LaRoche wasrecalled from hiscivilian job as
the director of Joint Command and Control Pro-
gramsfor the Northrop Grumman Corporation in
Northern Virginia

“I'm really excited to be here as part of acan-do
organization,” Laroche said. “ This organization has
along and incredible history of getting things done.
It'saprivilegeto bejoining ateam of this caliber.”

In his Resarve career, LaRoche has served asthe
commander of the Navy Reserve European Com-
mand Detachment 0193, where he was mobilized to
the U.S. Central Command as commander of Task
Group 56.5. He a o served with the Mobile Inshore
Undersea Warfare Unit 206, where he mobilized to
the United Arab Emirates, and Inshore Boat Unit 23.

At sea, LaRoche served as the anti-submarine
warfare officer aboard guided-missile destroyer USS Barney and as weapons officer
aboard frigate USS Patterson. LaRoche has also held staff assignmentsat U.S. 2nd
Fleet, U.S. Central Command and the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.

LaRoche, a surface warfare officer, graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in

Reyes, raised in lloilo City, Philippines, enlisted in
the Navy in July 1983 and completed recruit training
and mess management specialist school in San Diego.
He has since served in multiple assignments ashore and
at sea— his most recent being as command master chief
aboard U.S. 7th Fleet command ship USS Blue Ridge.

“I"'m looking forward to meeting as many civil
service mariners and sailors as possiblein my time at
MSC,” Reyessaid.

Placing the mission first, while at the same time
making sure CIVMARs and sailors are cared for, isa
priority, he said.

At sea, Reyes has served aboard aircraft carrier USS
Ranger; guided-missile cruisers USS Texas, USS Lake
Champlain and USS Chancellorsville; and fast combat
support ship USS Sacramento.

Ashore, Reyes has served at Naval Training Station
San Diego, as collateral duty command master chief for Afloat Training Group Western
Pacific and as the installation program director for the galley at Naval Air Station
Brunswick, Maine.

ReyesholdsaBachdor of Sciencein commerce from San Beda Collegein the Philippines.

Rear Adm. Brian L. LaRoche | | Master Chief Miguel-Juan V. Rayes

Swift with the layberthing and the discharge of U.S. 4th Heet equipment Sept. 29-30.

Senior Marine Trangportation Specidis Tom D’Agostino of SEALOGLANT's Charleston,
SC, office, assged with loading morethan 1,700 pieces—equaing nearly 280,000 squarefest —of
U.S Army eguipment aboard Maritime Prepogitioning Force Ship USNS Soderman Sept. 7-23.1n
addition, D’ Agogtino conducted aforce protection spot check and assgted with the offloed of ex-
cessmaterid from Soderman that will beavallablefor useby other U.S Navy asstts D’ Agodtino
a0 coordinated the port cdl and discharge of 155,000 barrds of fud from tug/berge OSG Navige:
tor/Barge 252 Sept. 22-23.

SEALOGLANT conducted command-widefire prevention training Sept. 21 with personnd
tested in responding to abuilding evacuation and fire drill. Training focused on Studiond aware-
nessregarding exits, evacuation routes and theincreased danger inherent in crowded areas Navy
Rear Adm. Mark H. Buzby, commander, Military Sedift Command, presented 30-year sarvice
pinsto Mary Quill, assstant scheduling officer, and Brian Hill, marinetrangportation spedid-

i, during aSept. 15 ceremony held in Norfolk. Buzby praised the dediication such long carears
represent and congratulated both honorees on their successes over theyears Buzby aso thanked
SFEALOGLANT sg&ff on behdf of Adm. John Harvey, ., Heet Forces commander, and Vice
Adm. Danid Halloway, U.S. 2nd Heat commander, for their hard work, dedication and for meking
operaionslook ssamlesstotheres of thefleet.

Fair windsand following seesto 40-year government employee Lyndon Flynn, marine
trangportation pecidist a8 SEALOGLANT s Besumont, Texas, office. Hynn, who hasworked for
MSC gnce 1983, retired Sept. 30.

HQ ¢ HIGHLIGHTS

Military Sedlift Command fleet ocean tug USNSA pache sucoessfully completed thetow of
Moored Training Ship 635 from Norfalk, Va, toitshomeport in Charleston, SC., Sept. 17, with
the esoort of guided-missile destroyers USS Bulkdey and USS Truxton. Marine Trangportation
Spedidis Mary Ann Nobles, from M SC's Charleston office, hdped coordinete the harbor tugs
and pil otage that supported the towing operation. The misson was conducted under the aegis of
the newly established Command Task Force 23 Task Organization, whichispart of anongoing
pilot project thet Chief of Nava OperaionsAdm. Gary Roughead isconductingin U.S. 2nd
and 3rd fleetsto assess gandard task force Sructures Apeche savil sarvice madter, Capt. Peter
Long, and crew received Bravo Zulusfrom both Heet Forces Commeand and U.S. 2nd Hest.

Richard Bolduc, senior marinetrangportation specidigt at Sedlift Logigtics Command
Atlantic's Jacksonville Ha, office, reportsthat civil service marinersaboard M SC tanker USNS
Samud L. Cobb discharged nearly 60,000 barrdsof fud Sapt. 11 with the assgtance of Dean
Doolittle, marine trangportation specidist in Jecksonville Dodlittle later coordinated arrange
mentsfor thelayberth for thevessd a Nave Air Station Pensacola, Ha Dodlittledso essgted
with discharging morethan 157,000 barrds of fud from M SC tanker USNS Richerd G. Mat-
thiesen Sept. 13-14.

CIVMARsahoard M SC large, medium-spead, roll-onvrall-off ship USNS Sder discharged
morethan 1,300 pieces of military equipment Sept. 14-28 and assisted hightgpeed vessd HSV 2

EUROPE « AFRICA « NEWS

Military Sealift Command fleet replenish-
ment oiler USNS John Lenthall, whichis
sarving asthe duty ailer inthe Mediterranean
Seauntil late 2010, conducted replenishments
a seain September with several Navy ships
thet have madeinternationa headlinesfor
their humanitarian assstance and disagter re-
lief operationsto Pakistan. Two of those ships,
amphibioustrangport dock ship USS Ponce
and dock landing ship USS Carter Hall, part
of the USS K earsarge Amphibious Readiness
Group, weretrangting the U.S. 6th Fleet area
of responghility on their way to Pekistan,
when Lenthal passed more than 800,000 gal-
lonsof diesd fud and transferred 22 palets of
food and suppliesto the ships.

Maritime Prepositioning Force Ships
USNS2ND LT John P Bobo and USNS
PFC EugeneA. Obregon anchored inthe
Bay of Naples, Italy, for asx-day port vigt
at the home of U.S. 6th Fleet. Whilein port,
Maritime Prepasitioning Ship Squadron
One and the civilian magters of Bobo and
Obregon hosted severd visitors on board
Bobo, including Navy ViceAdm. Harry
B. Harris, Jr., commander, U.S. 6th Flest;
Keith Bauer, MSC Prepositioning Program
technical director; and Navy Capt. James E.
Tranoris, commander, Sedlift Logistics Com-
mand Europe/Task Force 63. The next day,
MPS Squadron One Navy Lt. j.g. Marie Din
and Bobo's civilian mariners gave agroup of
Italian navy engineering officers a tour of the
ship. “For usto seeamerchant ship working
for theU.S. Navy, and to seedl the ship's
systems and how they merge and unload the

equipment, ready to provide support when
needed, isvery interesting,” said Itdlian navy
Lt. MichdeGiandla

MSC command ship USS Mount Whitney
hosted Ddia Grybauskaite, the president of
Lithuania, while operating in the Baltic region
Sept. 21. Mount Whitney, the flagship for
U.S. 6th Fleet, operateswith ahybrid crew of
sdlorsand MSC civil service mariners.

Sadift operationsincreased tempoiin
September. SEALOGEUR managed the
operdions of severd chartered tankersthat
conducted bulk fudl transfers between the
various digtribution points throughout the
Mediterranean. M SC tanker USNS Richard
G. Matthiesen arrived in theeter in late Sep-
tember to perform tanker operationsfor the
next few months. M SC-chartered dry cargo
bresk-bulk ship MV Advantage conducted
a partial offload of Exercise Shared Accord
Marine Corps equipment in Trondheim,
Norway, Sep. 9-10. MSC-chartered dry cargo
bregk-bulk ship MV Beluga Fecility loaded
mine-resistant, ambush protected vehicle
cargo in Durban, South Africa, and transport-
editto U.S. Centrd Command.

Sadift Logigtics Command Europe
maritime trangportation specidist Kathleen
Pavarini participated in Joint Task Force-
Port Opening training a Port Canaverd, Ha
JTF-PO isaconcept that U.S. Transportation
Command and itsArmy component, Surface
Deployment and Digtribution Command,
have developed to open distribution pipelines
immediately after securing an areg, such asin
war or after anaturd disagter. With thisexpe-

South Korean Brig. Gen. Kye-Sung Lee, commanding officer of the
Republic of Korea Transportation Command, visited Military Sealift Com-
mand headquarters Sept. 21 as part of atour to all the component com-
mands comprising U.S. Transportation Command. While at the Washington
Navy Yard, Lee met with Navy Rear Adm. Mark H. Buzby, commander,
Military Sealift Command, and received briefs on MSC and the Korean
Flag Shipping Program.

Fourteen members of the M SC headquarters Reserve unit toured large,
medium-speed, roll-on/roll-off ship USNS Mendonca in Baltimore Sept.

25. The ship’s civilian master, Capt. Michael Murphy, and chief engineer,
Sandy Cameron, led the Bob Hope-class ship. The knowledge gained by
Reservists will help them with their weekend assignments at the M SC head-
quarters Global Command Information Center.

Jay Standring of MSC headquarters attended a 10th anniversary obser-
vance of the attack on Navy destroyer USS Cole Oct. 12 in Norfolk. Stan-
dring was one of several MSC personnel involved in the mission to return the
damaged Cole to the United States via a chartered heavy-lift ship in 2000.

M SC welcomes Maria Aranas, operations; Versie Hamlett, maritime
forces, manpower and management; Jody Anderson and John Toscano,
command, control, communication and computer systems; and Robyn Casey
and Shelly Hunter, office of the comptroller.

MSC bids farewell to Linda Broaddus and Maureen Boyle, command
administration; and Derek Swanson, operations.

ditionary cgpability, supplies can be brought in within hours after the military has arrived
to support arange of military operations, from combat to humanitarian aid.

In other exercise support, Navy Lt. Cmdr. Bruce Martin, SEALOGEUR reediness
Naval Fleet Auxiliary Force officer, and Navy Capt. Kim Martin, SEALOGEUR
Reserve commander, attended the second planning conference for Joint Logistics Over-
the-Shore 2011, which is scheduled to be held in Morocco in May 2011. Thisexercise
demonstrates the U.S. military’s ability to transport warfighting equipment and supplies to
shore from a cargo ship at sea without the benefit of port facilities.

SEALOGEUR warmly welcomesits new Navy Reserve expeditionary port unit com-
manders: Navy Capt. Vince Tiseo, EPU 104; Navy Cmdr. Stacey Rogers, EPU 105 and
Navy Capt. Paul Pender, EPU 107.
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Swift wraps up maritime security deployment to Caribbean/South America

By Adrian Schulte, MSC Public Affairs

ilitary Sealift Command high-speed vessel

HSV 2 Swift's gray catamaran hull isaunique
sight at all the ports it visits. But for five months be-
ginning in May, Swift was also a symbol of partner-
ship and collective security to nine countriesin the
Caribbean and Central and South America.

On Sept. 29, Swift wrapped up High-Speed Vessd -
Southern Partnership Station, also called SPS, aU.S.
Southern Command deployment aimed at strength-
ening regional partnerships and maritime security
through training and subject-matter exchanges. Swift
served asthe platform for the deployment, carrying
U.S. military teams that conducted maritime training
with regional civil and maritime services from Barba-
dos, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Nicaragua and Panama.

Swift is operated by 17 civilian mariners working
for a private company under contract to MSC. Train-
ing teams aboard the ship included personnel from
the Navy Expeditionary Training Command Security
Assistance Forces and the Marine Corps Training
and Advisory Group, aswell asaNaval Criminal
Investigative Service Security Training Assistance
and Assessment Team.

During the mission, U.S. training teams par-
ticipated with partner-nation defense forces, police
departments and coast guards in each country. The
training teams focused on locally identified needs,
such as port security, professional leadership devel-
opment, operational-risk management, medical readi-
ness, martial arts, outboard motor maintenance and
patrol craft operation. While each exchange included
lectures and group discussions, much of the time was
spent on hands-on exercises.

“With all the current eventsin today’s world, our
jobs require more coordination with other nations
than ever before,” said Navy Chief Hospital Corpsman
Tracie Ham, amember of one of the Navy Expedi-
tionary Training Command Security Assistance Force
teams deployed aboard Swift. “ These exchanges give
us a better insight into the structure of each military,
which makes integration much easier when needed.”

This type of training and subject-matter-exchange is
nothing new to Swift's crew. Five similar SPS deploy-
ments have been conducted in the region in the past
few years. In 2007, Swift’s five-month Global Fleet
Station deployment conducted thousands of hours of
training for more than 1,000 host nation military and
civilian personnel during 12 visits to seven countries

U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Kim Williams

Civilian mariners working aboard Military Sealift Command
high-speed vessel HSV 2 Swift team up with sailors, Ma-
rines and airmen to offload 18 pallets of Project Handclasp
humanitarian aid supplies in Guyana in Sept. 5.

in the Caribbean and Central America. In late 2008

and early 2009, Swift conducted Southern Partnership
Station 2009, providing training and subject-matter
exchanges to eight nations in the Caribbean and Central
and South America.

In addition to delivering training, Swift delivered hu-
manitarian, educational and goodwill materials to each
country the ship visited. The supplies were provided by
the Navy’s Project Handclasp, which transports such
materials on a space-available basis aboard Navy ships
for distribution to foreign nation recipients, said Navy
Capt. Kurt Hedberg, mission commander, Southern
Partnership Station 2010.

“It's nice knowing that in addition to our military
subject-matter exchanges, we can also bring these
types of humanitarian goods to the people who need
them most,” said Hedberg. “ SPSis about informa-
tion sharing and relationship building, and our
Project Handclasp deliveries go along way toward
showing these nations we' re dedicated, and we care
about the people who live there.”

The mariners aboard Swift helped |oad and unload
the Project Handclasp suppliesin each country they
visited. On the ship’slast port call in September, the
mariners delivered more than 140 tons of supplies
to nongovernmental organizationsin Haiti, which is
still recovering from its January earthquake.

“Therewerealot of very happy people on the dock
when we arrived [in Haiti],” said Swift's civilian master
Capt. Nick . Jean. “It was agood way to end things
with the whole ship helping the people of Haiti out.”

Swift's civilian mariner crew faced many chal-
lenges throughout their deployment. The mariners as-
sisted the military in every way they were asked, said
St. Jean. They loaded and discharged all the cargo,
helped in exchanges such as small boat training and
participated in community relation events ashore.

Some of the mission’s biggest challenges from the
mariner standpoint were getting into difficult ports
and supporting the operations, said St. Jean. In addi-
tion, hundreds of meals needed to be prepared daily
for the host nation and Navy personnel conducting
exchanges aboard and ashore.

“Every day was one unique challenge after an-
other,” St. Jean said.

Swift's civilian and military detachment worked
together to accurately chart the approach into
Georgetown, Guyana, Aug. 29, making history as
the first U.S. military vessel to dock pierside there.

Samuel Hinds, the prime minister of Guyana, ex-
pressed his gratitude for Swift's visit to his country
and said he hopes that this trip marks the start of a
long-lasting partnership between the two countries.

“These exchanges, which will help build the capac-
ity of the Guyana coast guard, represent a continuation
of thelink between Guyana and the United States of
America, through which we pursue cooperation in
severd critical aress,” he sad.

Swift pulled into Blount Idand, Fla., Sept. 29, where
the ship entered a maintenance period before gearing
up for Southern Partnership Station 2011 in November.

Navy MC1s KimWIliams and Rachel Ledlie
contributed to this story.

MSC tanker fleet adds first of two new ships; retires two

By Laura M. Seal, MSC Public Affairs

ilitary Sealift Command is reconfiguring the
fleet of tankers it operates to meet fuel require-
ments in support of U.S. forces worldwide. This

and USNS Samuel L. Cobb began their serviceto MSC in

the mid-1980s, along with three other new-construction T-5
tankers that came under long-term charter to the command in
1985 and 1986. In 2003, M SC purchased four of those ships —

“Qur T-5 tankers have served us well for
the past 25 years, and as they approach the
end of their service lives, the State-class
ships will allow us to continue to fulfill our

seagoing force of government-
owned and U.S -flagged chartered

ships acquired a new chartered ship,
MT Empire State, Oct. 7, after two
government-owned ships compl eted
their service to the command Oct. 1.

The newly built, U.S .-flagged Em-
pire State is under charter to MSC
for up to five years and will operate
worldwide carrying refined petro-
leum products for DOD, primar-
ily between commercial refineries
and DOD storage and distribution
facilities. Empire State is owned
and operated by a private shipping
company under contract to MSC.

Built at General Dynamics,
NASSCO, in San Diego, the double-
hulled Empire State is 600 feet long
and has a cargo-carrying capacity of
approximately 331,000 barrels. The
ship’s construction was completed
in July 2010, at which time Empire
State went to work for MSC under a
short-term contract.

A second State-class tanker is
under construction at NASSCO

and is expected to come under charter to MSC in

early 2011.

Two of MSC's four government-owned tankers
transferred out of service Oct. 1. USNS Paul Buck

Military Sealift Command tanker MT Empire State con-
ducts sea trials off the coast of San Diego in June 2010.
The newly built Empire State came under charter to MSC
Oct. 7, 2010, and will operate worldwide carrying refined
petroleum products for the Department of Defense.

requirements to transport fuel
for the Defense L ogisticsAgen-
cy - Energy,” said John Joerger,
MSC’s tanker project officer.
DLA Energy procures and man-
ages fuel for al of DOD.

Upon deactivation from
MSC service, Cobb and Buck
transferred to the Maritime Ad-
ministration’s National Defense
Reserve Fleet, which comprises
about 30 dry cargo ships and
tankers kept in reserve for
possible activation and use in
support of national defense and
national emergencies.

Gianellatransferred to
MSC's Maritime Preposition-
ing Force in 2009, and Mat-
thiesen will remain in service
to MSC until early 2011, when
the ship will join Cobb and
Buck in the NDRF.

In fiscal year 2010, MSC
carried 1.5 billion gallons of

NASSCO photo by Ken Wright

draft tanker.

Buck, Cobb, USNS Lawrence H. Gianellaand USNS Richard
G. Matthiesen. Since then, these ships have served as the core
of MSC'’s tanker fleet along with an MSC-chartered shallow-

petroleum products in support
of DOD operations worldwide,
including delivering fuel to combat forces
operating in Iraq to replenishing McMurdo
Station, Antarctica, and Thule Air Force
Base in Pituffik, Greenland.
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