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Commander’s perspective

Aligning with Navy’s Global Force for Good

Owe of the perks of being the“boss’ is
getting to do the fun stuff, like chris-
tening ships. When | went to San Diego
last month to attend the christening and
launch of our newest T-AKE, dry cargo/
ammunition ship USNS Charles Drew,

| got to meet the Drew family members
who participated in the ceremony. And
that wasthetruly fun part. What an incred-
iblefamily!

Dr. Charles Drew, the ship's namesake,
came up with the means of separat-
ing plasmafrom whole blood, thereby
enabling the development of the blood
bank, amedica miraclethat has saved
untold numbers of lives snce World War
[1. Drew’sthree daughters, who served as
the ship’s sponsor and matrons of honor,
arethe chief of gaff for the LosAngeles
County supervisor, aformer Washington,
D.C., council member, and acommunity
leader. Amongst children and grandchil-
dren, there are severd lawyers, doctors
and students of law and medicine. Asl
sad, it'sanincrediblefamily. And it'sa
family with idess.

One of thoseideaswasinspired by an
article written by Will Shuck in the Sacra
mento, Calif., Capitol Weekly newspaper.
Init, Mr. Shuck noted that anyone who
had ever paid taxes had certainly had a
part in the amazing thingsthat Cdlifornia
has accomplished.

SylviaDrew Ivie, the youngest Drew
daughter who isachief of staff intheLos
Angeles County government, talked with
me about extrapolating Shuck’sideato a
national level.

Here's part of what she wroteto me
after the christening ceremony was over:

“Thank you again on behdf of the
whole family for an exhilarating honor and
experience. | am so pleased that we had an
opportunity to meet and to talk together.
Weall fdlt so very proud of our Navy and
of thework you do in peacetime activities
to ad thosein need dl over theworld. A
short video of the launch and athank you
to the taxpayersfor partnering with that
work would be atremendous boost to any
viewer.”

That got me to thinking about what we
in MSC do for our nation everyday around
theworld. Ms. Ivie'sideadso digns
beautifully with the Navy'sjust released
new theme: “The Navy: A globa force for
good.” And it certainly underscoresal the

USNS Charles Drew

USNS Charles Drew, the 10th Navy ship in the dry cargo/ammunition
ship class, slides into the water following its christening Feb. 27 at the
General Dynamics NASSCO shipyard in San Diego.

excdllent work MSC has donein Opera
tion Unified Response in Haiti and count-
less other natural disastersin years past.

Weadll pay taxes. Our mothersand fa
thers pay taxes. Our children will someday
pay taxes. That meanswe all have a steke
in the excdlent things that have been done
and will be done by the United Statesasa
global citizen.

We need to tell that story wherever we
go. And weall need to be proud of our part
inthat story. | think you'll hear more about
thisastime goes by.

Navy looks to MSC for
engineering solutions

Shifting gearsabhit, you might be
interested to know that the Navy hastaken
notice of theway we operate and maintain
our ships—and has asked for our help. Over
the past severd years, the Surface Force has
noticed asteady declinein the materia con-

dition and engineering reliability of itslarg-
est medium-speed diesdl powered ships, the
Whidby Idand-class dock landing ships, or
LSDs. These ships have power plantsvery
similar to those of our T-AO fleet replenish-
ment oilers, which have been very rdicble
performersfor many years. The LSDs, on
the other hand, have becomeincreasingly
prone to breskdown and esca ating operat-
ing codts. Clearly, something had to change.
The Navy turned to MSC for the answer.
Working closdly with the Naval Surface
ForceAtlantic staff, MSC Port Chief
Enginear—Eagt Ray Blanchet went aboard
severd of theLSDsin Little Creek, Va, to
observe operationsand crew actions. Being
an exceptiona engineer, Chief Blanchet
quickly diagnosed the problem and provid-
ed the Navy with a detailed set of findings
and recommendetions. In short, therewasa
lack of training &t the junior personne leve,
alack of engineering management experi-

T-AKE ship class grows

USNS Matthew Perry delivered to MSC; USNS Charles Drew launched

By Sarah Burford
SEALOGPAC Public Affairs

The Lewis and Clark-class of dry
cargo/ammunition ships—the Navy’s
newest class of logistics ships, also
called T-AKEs— continued to grow in
February with the launch of the 10th
ship in the class and the delivery of the
ninth to Military Sealift Command.

These civil service-crewed ships replen-

ish the Navy’s carrier and strike groups

and other naval forces at seaworldwide,

enabling them to remain underway, on
station and combat ready for extended
periods of time.

USNS Charles Drew was christened

and launched Feb. 27 at the General
Dynamics NASSCO shipyard in San

Diego. Ship sponsor Bebe Drew Price,
daughter of the ship’s namesake, broke

the traditional bottle of champagne

across the bow.

The ship honors Dr. Charles Drew,
an American physician regarded asthe
father of the blood bank who researched
and devel oped methods of blood col-
lection, plasma processing and storage.
Drew’s research in blood storage first
benefited soldiers in the field during
World Wer |1, but has continued to save
the lives of millions of people worldwide.
His blood bank designis till the model
for modern hospitals and organizations
such asthe American Red Cross.

MSC accepted ddivery of USNS Mat-
thew Perry Feb. 24. Perry waslaunched
and christened at NASSCO's shipyard
Aug. 16, 2009, and underwent a series of
testsand trials prior to delivery.

“The T-AKEsare an incredibly
important asset to the Navy, and we are
proud to see the class continue to grow,”
said Capt. Jerome Hamel, commander

of Sealift Logistics Command Pacific.
“Not only do the T-AKEs support Navy
warfighters by delivering stores, ammuni-
tion, fuel and spare parts, but the shipsare
also capable of fulfilling non-traditional
missions, such as the 2009 Pacific Part-
nership humanitarian assistance mission
of USNS Richard E. Byrd.”

Perry is expected to begin conducting
missonsfor MSC in thefall and will
operate in the Western Pacific and Indian
Ocean. Drew is scheduled for delivery
to the MSC fleet later this year. Each
ship, measuring 689 feet in length, will
be crewed by 124 civil service mariners
who operate and navigate the ship and
22 U.S. Navy sailorswho provide supply
coordination.

T-AKE:s, the first of which was
delivered in 2006, have replaced MSC
combat stores ships and will replace
MSC ammunition ships.

ence at the more senior levels and operating
procedures being practiced that caused
more casudties than they prevented!
Asaresult, the Navy hasembarked on a
year-long, side-by-side comparison of ship
operations using M SC watch-standing
practices, training standards and opera-
tiona proceduresin haf of the LSD class,
with the other haf continuing to do things
the way they are done now. | think | know
which hdf of the class|’d rather servein.
And it goeseven further. | recently
had conversations with the commander
of FHeet Forces Command, Adm. John
C. Harvey J., concerning the long-term
health of his fleet. He sees millions being
spent to maintain his shipsin aseemingly
losing effort, while we maintain our ships
with far lessmoney and far fewer people—
and in generdly BETTER condition than
his ships. He wants to know our secret!
Whilethereare many technicd answersto
that question, | told him the principal reason
was because of the experience and profes-
sondism of themen and womenwho sl in
and maintain our ships. Experience matters.
Thanksfor doing what you do so well
each and every seamile. People natice.
Until next month, sail safel

Yoursaye,

Mark H. “Buz” Buzby
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Commander, Military Sealift Command
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Pless delivers Marine Corps cargo to South Korea

By Edward Baxter
SEALOGFE Public Affairs

ilitary Sedlift Command Maritime

Prepositioning Ship USNSMAJ
Stephen W. Pless ddlivered hundreds of
piecesof U.S. Marine Corps cargo in sup-
port of mgjor Far East-theater exercises
Freedom Banner and Key Resolve/Foa
Eaglein South Koreain mid-February.

Exercise Freedom Banner, which was
conducted in two parts between Feb. 17
and April 4in Mokpo, South Korea, is
an annud training exercise supported
by elements of the Okinawa-based 3rd
Marine Expeditionary Force. The exercise
demongtrated the capabilities of aMarine
Air Ground Task Force, usng combat
equipment and supplies strategically prepo-
Stioned aboard Pless.

Oncethe cargo was ashore, it was
redeployed to another part of South Korea
for usein Marine Corps Exercise Key
Resolve/Foal Eagle. Then Freedom Banner
is scheduled to finish up after Key Resolve/
Foal Eagle is finished in early April with
the back-loading of cargo onto Pless.

Pless, thefocd point of the exercise,
ordinarily operateswith MPS Squadron
Three in the Western Pacific — preposition-
ing Marine Corps combat gear at seafor
rapid delivery to warfighters who are flown
into athester of operations. The ship carries
one-fifth of the equipment and supplies
needed to sustain more than 15,000 Marine
Expeditionary Brigade personnd in combat
forupto 30 days

“Exerciseslike Freedom Banner dem-
ongrate the remarkable speed and mohility
we get with afloat-prepositioned gear,”
said Mike Neuhardt, MSC's MPS project
officer. “These training opportunities give
the Navy-Marine Corps team the specid-
ized experience they need to employ this
capability for alarge Marine Air-Ground
Task Force. Thisisarobust capability we
wouldn’t have without the efficiencies of
sealift and the experience of the offload
forces”

During Freedom Banner, 55 U.S.
Marines and eight Navy sailors comprising
an Offload Preparation Party, or OPP, em-
barked the ship complementing Pless crew
of 25 civilian mariners, al of whom work
for aprivate company under contract to
MSC. The OPP prepares shipboard cargo
for employment and is also responsible
for its offload. For Freedom Banner this
equipment included more than 280 tactical
vehicles.

After the equipment was offloaded, it
was staged and moved forward to Camp
Mujuk, near the coastal city of Pohang,
South Korea, to support the Marines par-
ticipation in annual exercise Key Resolve/
Foa Eagle March 8-18, one of two mgor
theater exercises conducted annudly by
U.S. and South Korean forces.

Key Resolve/Foa Eaglewashdld at
multiple locations throughout Koreaand
included 18,000 U.S. personnel from dl
branches of the military. The two-part
exercise conssted of both computer-based
smulation exercises (Key Resolve) and a
series of field-training exercises (Foal Ea-
gle). The exercises are designed to improve
interoperability between U.S. and South
Korean forcesin responseto a potential
conflict on the Korean peninsula.

Preparation

Plesspulled piersde a Tengan Pier
on the Japaneseidand of Okinawa, Feb.
10-15, in preparation for Freedom Banner.
While at Tengan, an advance team of 55
Marinesand eight Navy Seabeesfrom
Navy Cargo Handling Battalion One,
based at Chestham Annex, Va,, embarked

the ship to work closaly with Pless' crew in
crafting a plan for the offload operation that
would take place the following week.

After the offload plan was solidified,
Pless got underway for a500-mile-journey
to acommercia port facility in Mopko, a
city on South Korea'swest coast where the
offload was to take place.

While en route to Mopko, Pless encoun-
tered heavy seaswith 15- to 20-foot swells.
“The biggest challenge we faced was
fighting the strong currents and keeping the

ship on course through the narrow gtraits

hoto by Ensign Alex Cassady, MPS Two

Military Sealift Command civilian mariners aboard Maritime Prepositioning Ship

Crew membersand Maines moved about 70
pieces of cargo—mostly amphibious assaullt
vehidesor AAVs—off theshipinacarefully
orchedtrated maneuver.

By late afternoon the next day, the
offload was complete, and more than 280
massive pieces of cargo had been delivered
ashore, including seven-ton trucks, Hum-
vees, ambulances, bulldozers and howit-
zers. Mogt of the equipment was moved
north towards Camp Mujuk, near the South
Korean coasta town of Pohang, where
the equipment was deployed for usein the

USNS MAJ Stephen W. Pless offload an embarked utility boat from the ship dur-
ing Exercise Freedom Banner 2010 in Mokpo, South Korea. The boat was tem-
porarily moved off the ship in order to make space on Button’s main deck so that
a number of howitzers could be rolled onto the main deck from the main deck
cargo hold. Pless’ crew then lowered the howitzers onto the pier using embarked
cranes for the Marine Corps to use in Exercise Key Resolve/Foal Eagle 2010, one
of two major Korean peninsula defense exercises conducted each year.

aswe approached Mokpo,” said Pless
civilian master Capt. Joe Souza. He and his
crew carefully navigated the ship around
numerous idands and rocky formations
near Mokpo. “Therewere also many loca
fishermen in the area so the crew had to be
very dert,” Souzasaid.

Navy Capt. Geoffrey Pack, commander,
MPS Squadron Three, praised Souzaand
his crew for their expertisein maneuvering
through the rough waters.

“There are three routes aship can teke to
access Mokpo port,” said Pack. “ Captain
Souza, who has visited the port on severa
occasions, knew the best and safest route.
There are no ‘first-times’ for Pless’ crew
members. They havedl seen it and done
it before. Thereis smply no substitute for
experience.”

The offload

After the ship safely arrived at Mokpo
the morning of Feb. 17, personnel from
MPS Squadron Three, Marine Combat
Logistics Regiment 35 and Navy Cargo
Handling Battaion One joined forcesto
begin the offload. The ship’s giant stern
ramp was placed on the pier at 11:30 am.,
and cargo operations commenced two
hours | ater.

From that point on, armored and tracked
vehideswere driven down Pless gernramp.

field-training portion of the exercise.

The first leg of the offload served as
practice for Marine Corps cargo opera-
tions. AAVs and other vehicles were staged
near the bow of the ship for reloading. The
second leg of the offload focused on cargo
the Marines had selected earlier for usein
Exercise Key Resolve/Fod Eagle.

In order to more easily access some of
the embarked howitzers aboard Pless, the
crew and Marines offloaded a utility boat
from the ship’s main deck. The open space
on that deck madeit possible for the crew
toroll out the howitzers from the cargo
holds. Pless' 35-ton-capacity shipboard
cranesthen carefully lowered the howitzers
to the pier. Marines on the pier unhooked
the howitzers and attached them to trucks
where they were driven to the main staging
areafor Exercise Key Resolve/Fod Eagle.
Twenty-five pieces of cargo were offloaded
by crane during the second part of the
operation.

Chief Mate Andrew Petruska coordinated
closdy with the Marines and the specialy
formed offload team to ensure that the cargo
remaining on the ship was correctly distrib-
uted within ship-stability limits.

“The offload was well organized and
proceeded very smoothly thanksto ex-
tensive coordination with the OPR” said
Petruska. “ Everyone knew what to expect

and just went to work to make it happen.
On aship the size of Pless, we carry about
six to eight timesthe amount of cargo that
an LHD [Landing Helicopter Dock Ship]
or LHA [Landing Helicopter Assault Ship]
would have on board, and our deck crew
isonly saven mariners. Keeping track of
where everything windsup isawaysa
chdlenge, but the professionalism and
attention to detail by the Marinesand ship’s
company made it look easy. The offload
was a fine example of teamwork between
Navy, Marines and civilian contract
mariners. With the Pless offload complete,
al of the cargo that was destined for use

in Exercise Key Resolve/Fod Eagle was
ashore and staged within hours. The ship's
crew and the Marinesthen loaded the other
cargo, which had been staged near Pless
bow, back onto the ship.”

Ashore training

For two weeks prior to and during the
offload, seven Reserve personnel from
the Bronx, N.Y.-based Expeditionary Port
Unit 102, deployed to South Koreato work
with the Marines and plan for the offload.
MSC's EPUs are highly mobile unitsthat
can quickly deploy to a contingency, estab-
lish port operations and manage the arrival
and departure of cargo shipsin port. EPU
102 crewed aMobile Sealift Operations
Command Center, dso caled an MSOCC,
which provides critica communications
equipment for operating and managing port
operations even when a port infrastructure
isdamaged or destroyed. The EPU dso
conducted additiond training and coordina:
tion once the ship departed.

EPU 102 was embedded with the Ma
rines Combat Logistics Regiment 35 and
served asaliaison between the Marinesand
the ship to ensure the success of the mission.
EPU sailorsaso kept an open line of com-
munication with Sedlift Logistics Command
Far East headquartersin Singapore.

“This was the first time many members
of the EPU team had worked together ina
real-world operation,” said Navy Capt. Scott
Gibney, acting commanding officer at the
Mokpo Port. “Communication and team-
work werethe keysto success” Gibney is
amerchant marine Reservis who served as
acting commanding officer of the MSC port
team a Mokpo. Information Technology
2nd Class NinaRitchie dso deployed from
MSCO Koreato establish communications
and connectivity inthe MSOCC.

“We can learn alot from training a our
Reserve units, but, we gain much more
from real-world exercises and operations
likethis,” said Personned Specidist 3rd
Class LatoyaAlexander of EPU 102.

Sx RervesdlorsfromMSC'sEPU 111,
based out of Oklahoma City, Okla,, dsore-
ported to Mokpo to receive training in sedlift
operationsduring Key Resolve/Fod Eagle.

On Feb. 19, South Korean Navy Rear
Adm. John Cheol Lim, commander, Re-
public of Korean Navy Third Flegt, visited
Pless. Pack met with the admird and
provided abrief on Maritime Preposition-
ing Force capability in the theater. Later,
Souza led the admiral and 16 officers from
the nearby U.S. 3rd Fleet headquarterson a
tour of the ship.

“Cargo operations were very smooth,
which alowed the ship to get underway
amost 24 hours earlier than previoudy
scheduled,” said Pack. “The embarked
Marine Corps and Navy Seabee team was
very professiona and easy to work with.”

On the afternoon of Feb. 19, Pless set
sall for nearby Gwangyang, South Korea,
and later sailed onto Saseho, Japan, to teke
onfud. Plesswill remainin the Korean
theater of operations until al the exercise
cargo is backloaded, which is scheduled for
early April in Mokpo.
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By Laura M. Seal, MSC Public Affairs

he open ocean route from New Zealand or Australiato the ice pier at McMurdo Station,

Antarctica, may be the most treacherous voyage a ship e. Thejourney takes
ships and their crews on a one- to two-week voyage that is su 0 unpredictable weather
patterns and is complicated by miles and miles of floating i only the most expert ship
handlers can safely navigate. Ice conditions are extrem ntarctic summer months
of January and February. As approaching 7 miles of McMurdo Sta-
tion, an ice breaker is needed to break a chann shelf that blocks access.

Two Military Sealift Command ships — one tanker ship, each with hulls

and machinery specially designed to withstand the har and their civilian,
contract crews have made this voyage every year si ablished by the
National Science Foundation in 1955. The two shi the dry cargo and
fuel needed to sustain scientists and support personnel on the conti ear round. Without
these supplies, vital scientific research on topics ranging from climate change to zoology
would not be able to continue.

Operation Deep Freeze 2010

Two MSC personnel from Sealift Logistics Command Pacific spent nearly four weeks
combined on site at McMurdo Station overseeing the offload of the two MSC ships. Larry
Larsson, a cargo operations officer with 10 years of experience with MSC, arrived by Air
Force plane Jan. 16 to prepare for and oversee MSC tanker USNS Paul Buck’s offload. This
was Larsson’s third consecutive trip to ‘theice’ as part of this operation.

Navy Cmdr. Scott Shackleton, a Reservist attached to the SEAL OGPAC headquarters
Reserve unit, arrived at McMurdo Station — also via Air Force plane — on his first trip to Mc-
Murdo Station Jan. 26, to oversee the offload of MSC-chartered dry cargo ship MV American
Tern. In addition to being a highly qualified and specially trained cargo offload officer with
16 years of experience with MSC, Cmdr. Shackleton is a distant relative of famous Antarctic
explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton.

Buck delivered more than 5.5 million gallons of diesel, gas and jet fuel to McMurdo Sta-
tion'sice pier Jan. 22-27. American Tern followed Feb. 1-8, delivering more than 7.5 million
pounds of dry cargo and then loading an additional 7 million pounds of cargo —which ranged
from 100,000-year-old ice core samples valued at $40 million for research, to trash and recy-

MSC's delivery of Wg%@éﬁ]igﬂ, M gb@gg%%g@é jeepi g’%ﬁ%‘pfr&gﬁgﬁwg therma/Clable materials for disposal — for transport off the continent. Approximately 50 sailors from a
S I;ﬁ%:gtlla

Deep Freeze, which igglyecied v b/ 1ds0r G866 BRSSO : 7
air components. After, regFs cargo by sea, the Air Force distributes the supplies by air

from McMurdo Station to remote research locations across the continent.
While duty calls the crews of MSC's ships to the Antarctic each year, adventure called

Navy cargo handling battalion worked around the clock to conduct the offload and load.
American Tern completed its offload of back-loaded cargo March 11 in Port Hueneme,
Calif.
While at McMurdo, Larsson and Cmdr. Shackleton served as liaisons between the ships

famous Antarctic explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton more than a century ago. Sir Ernest visited
the continent numerous times in the hopes of making it to the South Pole — a destination that
he never reached. He died of natural causesin 1922 at the outset of his third attempt to reach
the South Pole as the leader of an expedition.

This February, MSC completed not only its annual resupply mission, but also—in away —
Sir Ernest Shackleton’s unresolved quest for the pole. Nearly 90 years after his death, one of
the explorer’s distant relatives, part of today’s M SC team, arrived at the South Pole Feb. 9.

crews of U.S. merchant mariners, the Navy sailors offloading the equipment and the scientific
personnel receiving the equipment. Larsson and Shackleton also tracked safety issues, coordi-
nated the ships' schedules and handled specialty cargo requirements.

“Working in Antarcticais very different, but you grow accustomed to the situation and the
environment,” said Larsson. “It’s very rewarding to be part of this mission and support all of
the scientific research that is made possible by the people who live and work in Antarctica.”

In addition to his daily operations, Cmdr. Shackleton was able to make history.

Cover: The mountains of the Royal Society Range frame Military Sealift Command-chartered dry cargo ship
American Tern as it approaches McMurdo Station in Antarctica. The annual supply mission delivers everything
from food and heavy equipment to paper clips and paint. Navy Cmdr. Scott Shackleton (center right), an MSC

Reservist, stands at the S
left), never accomplishi

Background: Escortt
McMurdo Station, An
scientific station for a

den (left), MSC tanker USNS Paul Bu
uck delivered fi il

Top right: MISC reservist
cargo operations officer, ovi

Poster: A promotional poster for a lecture

given by Sir Erest Shackleton in 1
extensive lecture tour between expe&ions from 1909-1914, during which

. Shackleton embarked on an
shared his and fellow Antarctic explor-

— a feat his famous relative, Antarctic explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton (center

ers Royal navy Capt. Robert F. Scott and Roald Amundsen’s experiences. Many Brits turned out to listen to the vivid
recounts of Shackleton, who was knighted by King Edward VI, awarded a Gold Medal by the Royal Geographical

Society and appointed a Younger Brother of Trinity House — a prestigious honor for British mariners —upon his return.
This large cargo helicopter — designed for lifting up to 50,000 pounds and

holding up to 30 passengers — is primarily for logistics and personnel move-
ment.
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MSC Reservist, relative of Sir Ernest Shackleton, reaches South Pole

Cmdr. Shackleton’s visit to the South Pole makes him the first known person bearing
the famous explorer’s name to reach the site — a milestone that his distant relative Sir
Ernest did not achieve despite three heroic attemp mdr, Shackleton was able to visi
the pole for about 20 minutes 1 he and six other sailors hitched aride on an Ai
Force tanker as it made a rfeg
remote location througho

Cmdr. Shackleton would
pole were so cold — about 5
recorder did not work. Luc
froze.

While Cmdr. Shackleto
ing distance of McMurdo §
explorer Robert Scott’s 19D2
own 1907-1909 Nimrod EXp
durance Expedition of 1914
he and his crew of 27 werg s
the Endurance crew survivet

Cmdr. Shackleton, like hi$
ing on commercial ships at the
where he earned a Bachel or [of
joined the U.S. Navy Reser
cepted ajob at the Universit
capital projects and facilitieg

Cmdr. Shackleton, who dg
tica experience was both unig

“I’ve aways felt akinship w est,” sald
me to have this tie to him and the name Shackleton.”

National Science Foundation photo

)
U.S. Navy photo by Tom | 'Agostino

U.S. Navy photo by Robert Foster

Cover: Military Sealift Command representatives orchestrate the loading of an
AH-64D Apache helicopter onto the Maritime Administration’s Ready Reserve Force
roll-on/roll-off ship MV Cape Rise in Charleston, S.C.

Top: Helicopter technicians contracted by the U.S. Army load an OH-58D Kiowa
Warrior onto Cape Rise in Charleston.

Above: A CH-47F Chinook helicopter is offloaded from Cape Rise in Rota, Spain,
using the ship’s newly installed stern ramp. The new aircraft model is destined for
southern Afghanistan’s Kandahar Province, where it will assist the U.S. military and

other NATO forces in Operation Enduring Freedom efforts. Chinooks provide alter-

natives to land transportation with their 30-passenger capabilities, which will help

protect troops against the increasing threat of roadside bombs called improvised
ive devices.

U.S. Navy photo by Robert Foster

National Science Foundation photo by Chris Demarest

Public domain image
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Sealift Logistics Command Atlantic’'s
anti-terrorism/force protection personnel
performed intrusion-access tests aboard
MSC dry cargo/ammunition ships USNS
Sacagawea and USNS Lewis and Clark,
Feb. 9 and Feb. 22 respectively, while the
shipswerein port at Naval Station Nor-
folk. Congratulations to the crews of both
ships for successfully thwarting attempts
by simulated intruders to gain access by
means of unauthorized identification.

Sacagaweaand Lewis and Clark gangway
personnd stopped the ‘would be' intruders
from boarding the ships by scrupuloudy
checking their identification cards and notic-
ing that they were not legitimate. Rather
than causing darm, gangway personnel
calmly asked to review the identification
cards again, compared the impostersto the
ship's authorized accesslist and then quietly
aerted their chain of command of the po-
tentia intruders at the gangway. Each ship’s
chief mate responded and upon their respec-
tive arrivals, was notified by the watch of the
false identification cards. Once exposed, the
‘intruders’ correctly identified themselves
and signdled to the chief mate that the ship
had successfully passed the intrusion access
drill.

Operation Unified Response, the U.S.
military’s humanitarian and disaster relief
effortin Haiti continued to be at the forefront
of SEALOGLANT attention.

Nine membersof SEALOGLANT'SU.S.
Nava Reserve Expeditionary Port Units
109 and 110 took over the function of ship
coordination in Haiti and at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, in early February. The EPUs
continued to assist with the port-opening
process at Port-au-Prince through the end
of February. EPU team membersinclude
Navy Cmdr. Ezra Mead, Navy Lt. Cmdr.
Stanley Herndon, and Petty Officers 1st
Class Raymond Sierra, Joung Hyun Koo,
John Wojcik, Jon Michaels, Sara Cowles,
David Silva and Craig Thompson.

EUROPE -

Navy Capt. John Hafner, aMerchant
Marine Individual Ready Reserve Group
member on active duty for training, co-
ordinated cargo operationsfor Haiti from
Guantanamo Bay, Feb. 12-20. Hafner played
akey roleinthere-ddivery of severd tug
and barge units that were no longer needed.

“It wasimmensdly gratifying to be able
to contribute to thislife-saving relief effort,”
sad Hafner. “I was able to employ my
civilian skills as a merchant marine officer
to make a positive contribution to the overall
effort.”

Rdieving Hafner was Dean Doolittle,
marine trangportation speciaist a MSC's
SEALOGLANT Jacksonville office. Doo-
little remained in Guantanamo Bay until
mid-March.

Richard Caldwell, SEALOGLANT’s
lead marine transportation specidigt, re-
mained a central figure in MSC'’s day-to-day
support for U.S. Trangportation Command's
joint logistics over-the-shore misson in
Haiti. Caldwell provided oversght for hu-
manitarian and sustainment cargos trangport-
ed from Floridaand Guantanamo Bay on
high-speed ferry MV Huakai, for which the
Maritime Adminisiration assumed caretaker
respongibilitiesin 2009, in additionto ase-
ries of chartered tug and barge combinations.

SEALOGLANT logistics staff mem-
bersNavy Lt. Cmdr. Renee Whitsell and
Robert Stailey worked with the command's
combat logistics-force scheduling team of
Thomas Howser and Mary Quill, and with
afloat supply corps officers, to formulate
and execute the afloat sustainment plan for
U.S. Navy and foreign navy ships support-
ing Haiti relief operations. The successful
adminigtration of the plan culminated with
Sacagawea, Lewis and Clark, and MSC fleet
replenishment oilers USNS Big Horn and
USNS Grumman providing fuel and stores
to aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson and the
USS Bataan Amphibious Ready Group.
Also receiving logistics support from the

MSC shipswere Dutch, British, Canadian,
Italian and Spanish nava ships performing
relief operations near Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

Since mid-January, members of the
Merchant Marine Individual Ready Reserve
Group assisted SEALOGLANT with staff
duty office responsibilities, shipboard-in-
spection and compliance issues and provided
general assstance to staff members during
the busiest Operation Unified Response time-
frame. MMIRRG officers are Navy Reserve
officers who hold a U.S. Coast Guard deck or
engineer license,

In mid-January, Navy Cmdr. Glen
Macario became SEALOGLANT’s first
MMIRRG program officer-in-charge. The
earthquake in Haiti occurred afew days
before Macario's arrival.

“I was very proud of the quick response |l
received from fellow MMIRRG officers when
| requested support for Haiti relief operations,”
sad Macario. “Therewere 36 resumes on my
computer within two days.” While operating
out of SEALOGLANT, MMIRRG provided
personnd to serve taff duty, liaison and other
functions at Guantanamo Bay.

Leadersa M SC ship and shore activi-
ties are encouraged to contact the SEALO-
GLANT MMIRRG officer in charge at
sed oglant. mmirrgoic.fat@navy.mil or (757)
443-1887, if they have training opportuni-
tiesor requestsfor support. Thetypica
MMIRRG officer is experienced as a deck or
engineering officer and often has maritime-
related, shore-based business skills.

Tom D’Agostino, senior marine transporta:
tion gpecidist at SEALOGLANT s Charles-
ton, S.C., office, assisted chartered tanker MV
Houston with its discharge of 234,000 barrels
of fud in Charleston Feb. 14-15. D’ Agostino
aso assged Maritime Prepositioning Ship
USNS Jack Lummus and fleet replenishment
oiler USNS John Lenthal whenthey arrived at
Detyens Shipyard in Charleston for mainte-
nance periods beginning Feb. 12 and Feb. 22,
respectively.

Richard Bolduc, SEALOGLANT super-
Visory marine transportation specidist at
SEALOGLANT’s office in Jacksonville,

Fla., reported that during the month of Feb-
ruary, his office assisted USNS Big Horn,
USNS Jack Lummus, USNS Sacagawes,
USNS Dahl, MV Huaka and tug/barge
Dublin Seaload or discharge atotal of more
than 260,000 barrels of fuel, nearly 1,500
pieces of cargo and 690 pallets of supplies,
most of which was going to or returning
from relief operationsin Haiti.
SEALOGLANT proudly announced that
Donald Price, anti-terrorism/force protection
director, was named Supervisor of the Year;
Kirk Schiltz, ordnance specidist, was named
Civilian of the Year; John Gregov was
named Outportsman of the Year; and Mel
Lewis, mobilization and planning specidist,
was named Civilian of the Quarter.
Theawardswere presented by SEALO-
GLANT commodore Navy Capt. Michael
Graham Feb. 22in Norfolk, Va Each avardee
distinguished himsdlf through sustained superior
savice, outstanding leedership, taking initigtive
and focusing on mission accomplishment.
“For dl award winners, congratulations
from the staff for your outstanding support
of the command,” said Robert Jackson,
SEALOGLANT deputy director. “Without
the expertise you provide on adaily basis, we
would not be able to accomplish the multiple
mission setsthat fall within our scope of re-
sponsihility. Well done to each of you, aswell
astherest of the gt&ff, for another greeat year
of success and accomplishments.”
SEALOGLANT bid fair windsand fol-
lowing seasto Navy Chief Petty Officer
Sandra Redfearn and Navy Chief Warrant
Officer Paul Prince upon their retirements
fromthe U.S. Navy. Redfearn retired Feb. 19
after 20 years of service. During her tenure
at SEALOGLANT, shewasresponsiblefor
maintaining the navigationa chart library,
cresting the command's current operational
cdll and providing weekly ship-status briefs.
Princeretired on Feb. 26 after completing
24 years of service. Prince supervised the
movement of more than 60 million pounds
of ordnance on and off MSC vessdlsas
SEALOGLANT s representetive at Naval
Weapons Station Earle, N.J.

refuels VISC

AFRICA « NEWS

Maritime Prepositioning Ship USNS 2nd LT
John P. Bobo arrived at Blount Island Command
in Jacksonville, Fla., March 3, to offload cargo
after sailing from Europe in preparation for
Bobo's upkeep period in South Carolina. Bobo,
which is typically MPS Squadron One’s flag-
ship, transferred its flag to MPS Squadron One
alternate flagship MPS USNS PFC Eugene A.
Obregon while the two ships were in Rota, Spain,
in January. Flagship duties will transfer back to
Bobo when the ship returns from its refurbish-
ment period in late summer.

Military Sealift Command-chartered high-
speed vessel HSV 2 Swift continues to support
African Pacific Partnership theater security coop-
eration missionsin East Africa. In February and
early March, Swift conducted visitsin company
with Navy frigate USS Nicholasto Port E<t,
Reunion; Port Louis, Mauritius; Port Victoria,
Seychelles; Cape Town, South Africa; Maputo,
Mozambique; and Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania.
Navy Capt. Jim Tranoris, commander, Com-
bined Task Force 63 and Sealift Logistics Com-
mand Europe, led these visits while embarked on
Swift with amultinational African Partnership
Station staff.

MSC voyage-chartered, multi-purpose cargo
ship MV Flintermar was used as a coaster to
lighter with M SC-chartered dry cargo ship MV
Virginian to conduct a container cross-deck trans-
fer —the transfer of cargo containers from one
ship to the other using a shipboard crane —while
anchored in Talamone Bay, Italy, Feb. 26.

SEALOGEUR welcomed its new public affairs
officer, Kim Dixon, to Naplesin March.
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Military Sedlift Command headquarters
celebrated Black History Month throughout Feb-
ruary. A specid observance was held Feb. 17 a
the Navy Yard Catering and Conference Center
featuring guest spesker Michadl Brown, Didtrict
of Columbiacouncil member. The event also
included musica performances and asampling

of traditional African-American food.

Twenty sudentsfrom theAir Force Advanced
Logistics Readiness Officer Course, U.S. Air Force
Expeditionary Center & Fort Dix, N.J,, visted MSC
headquartersin February. The sudentsreceived a
commeand brief from the heedquarters operations
daff. Sudents aso visited Bdtimore for afamiliar-

FAR - EAST « HAILS

izetion tour of MSC'slarge, medium-gpeed,
roll-on/roll-off ship USNS Mendonca,
whichispierddein reduced operating Satus.
MSC deputy commander Rear Adm.
Robert Wray joined e even M SC head-
quarters personnd and their friendsand
family memberswho volunteered their
timeand effort for more than 250 Specid
OlympiansMarch 4 during abowling
tournament in Hyattsville, Md. MSC val-

unteersincluded Allison Bednarek, Doug
Mansell and Matt Clifford, engineering;
Linda Fitzpatrick and Donald Petska,
office of the comptroller; Thyra Jones and
John Quandt, Strategic Planning Director-
ate; and Alicia Royster, Sedlift Program.

MSC bid farewell to Randall Whit-
tier, contracting office, and Christopher
Wabhler, maritime forces, manpower and
management, in March.

PACIFIC « BRIEFS

Navy Capt. Jim Romano, commander,
Sedlift Logistics Command Far East, visited the
Republic of Korea Feb. 16-20. During hisvisit,
Romano met with Military Sealift Command
Office Korea commanding officer Navy Cmdr.
Chris Cruz and conducted an all-hands call
with MSCO Korea staff members. In addi-
tion, Romano conducted an office call with
Army Lt.Col. Samuel Blanton, commanding
officer, Surface Deployment and Distribution
Command'’s 837th Transportation Battalion, at
Busan's Pier Eight. Romano then visited Ready
Reserve Force ship SS Cape Jacob and MSC
prepositioning ship MV TSGT John A. Chap-
man at nearby Chinhae.

Next, Romano, accompanied by Cruz and
MSCO Korea’s operations officer Xavier Monroy,
visted Mokpo, aport facility on South Kored's
western coast, where he observed Maritime
Prepogdtioning Ship USNSMAJ Stephen W. Fless
participation in annua exercise Freedom Banner
2010. Romano adso met with Navy Capt. Geof-
frey Pack, commander, MPS Squadron Three, and
conducted an dl-hands cal with MPS Squadron
Three gtaff members on board Pless Feb. 17. While
in Mokpo, Romano met with Marine Corps Cal.
James Rubino, commander of Okinawa-based
Combat Logigtics Regiment 35, and commander
of the 300-plus Marine Corpstask force deployed
to Mokpo in support of Freedom Banner. Romano
also met with acting commanding officer, Navy
Capt. Scott Gibney, and salorsfrom the Bronx,
N.Y.-based Expeditionary Port Unit 102, which

embedded with the Marines at Mokpo.

Navy Capt. Fred Harr, commander, MPS
Squadron Two, spoke at aribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny opening for anew housing facility for United
Seamen'’s Searvice employees assigned to Diego
Garcia, March 4. The housing facility was built by
salorsfrom Naval Mobile Construction Battalion
One. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Paul Springer, Military
Sealift Command Office Diego Garcia command-
ing officer; Capt. Mike Flanagan, Nava Support
Facility commanding officer; and Thomas Upson,
United Seamen’s Service Center director, also
attended the ceremony.

Harr and Springer atended the change of
command ceremony for the new British repre-
sentative to Diego GarciaMarch 3. British Royal
Navy Cmdr. Christopher Moorey relieved Cmdr.
Richard Stephens as the senior British officer on
Diego Garcia

Navy Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Shannon
Taylor was sdlected in March as both the Military
Sealift Heet Support Command'sand COMSC
Shore Sailor of the Year.

“I am humbled by the honor to be selected as
both M SFSC and COM SC Shore Sailor of the
Year,” Taylor said. “ Thishonor is bestowed to an
individua, but it istruly ashared accomplishment
through teamwork.”

MSCO Diego Garciawelcomed Navy Lt.

j.g. Brian Sheckells, who relieved Navy L. j.g.
Jamie Spencer as executive officer. The com-
mand bidsfair winds and following seasto Navy
Logistics Specialist 2nd Class Danny Baxter.

CENTRAL ¢« CURRENTS

Sedlift Logistics Command Central saw
the departure of MSC fleet replenishment
oiler USNS Kanawhain February after the
ship successfully completed itstasking in
the U.S. 5th Fleet operating area. Whilein
theater, Kanawha provided support for the
USS Nimitz and USS Dwight D. Eisen-
hower carrier strike groups, Amphibious
Ready Group USS Bonhomme Richard
and numerous coalition naval combatants
while supporting U.S. 5th Fleet's opera-
tions. These included Partnership Strength
Presence, Maritime Security Operations,
the Struggle Against Violent Extremists,
and operations Enduring Freedom and Iragi
Freedom. Kanawha and its crew safely
and efficiently conducted 74 underway
replenishments, transferred 9.2 million
galons of F76 fuel, 673,331 gallons of F44
fuel, and delivered 1,496 pallets of cargo
and provisions. Before departing U.S. 5th
Fleet operating area, the master and crew
of USNS Kanawha received aBravo Zulu
message from Navy Capt. Don Hodge,
commodore, Carrier Task Force 53.

MSC fleet replenishment oiler USNS
Patuxent became apart of U.S. 5th Fleet
operationsin late February to provide
crucia servicesto U.S. forces. U.S. 5th Fleet
also welcomed back MSC fleet ocean tug
USNS Catawba in February from the ship’s
extended dry-dock period in Dubai. Catawba
underwent numerous upgrades whilein the
shipyard. According to Catawba'scivil ser-
vice master, Capt. Charles Rodriguez, the
shipyard period was one of the most intense
undertakings he had seen during his 35 years
of service aboard U.S. Navy and MSC ships.

Rodriquez credits the successful shipyard
period to the efforts of personnel from Ship
Support Unit Bahrain, port engineers Javid
Ghasemian and Daniel Crouch, and Chief
Engineer Thomas Smith. Rodriquez also
thanked the United Arab Emirates Coast
Guard who provided an escort vessel from
Dubai to Jebel Ali. “Ther servicewasthe
most proficient, efficient and effective I have
ever observed,” he sad.

February marked the departure of
SEALOGCENT/CTF 53's Fleet Logistics
Support Officer, Navy Lt. Carlos Mer-
ced. Before leaving, Merced was awarded
the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medal for outstanding performance in
coordinating more than 3,500 subsistence
requirements. The command wished Mer-
ced afond farewell and the best of luck in
future endeavors at Fleet Industrial Supply
Center, San Diego.

Military Sealift Command Office Kuwait
held its change of command Feb. 3, with
CTF-53/SEALOGCENT Commodore
Navy Capt. Donald Hodge in attendance.
Navy Capt. Allie Milligan relieved Navy
Cmdr. Phil Gerard in alead-change
maneuver ceremony at Port of Shuaiba,
Kuwait. The lead-change maneuver isan
air-based passing of leadership, which was
converted into a ceremonious seafaring
change of command using two M SC-char-
tered tugs, the Omeed Taher and Sharief
Verve. MSCO Kuwait now compromises
members from Pittsburgh’s M SC Expedi-
tionary Port Unit 103 and three other MSC
units. They relieved M SC Expeditionary
Port Unit 102 from Bronx, N.Y.

Military Sedlift Command flegt replenishr
ment oiler USNSHenry J Kaiser hosted
60 gudentsand eight S&ff membersfrom
the 2010 Executive L eadership Devel op-
ment Program Feb. 18. The ELDPdass
gpent the day underway with Kaiser off the
coadt of Southern Cdlifornia, obsarving the
shipboard environment and an underway
replenishment demondration with M SC fast
combet support ship USNS Rainier. Follow-
ing the underway period, Monica Sheppard,
director of the Innovations Divison, United
Sates Joint Forces Command, presented
Rick Appling, SEALOGPAC'sdeputy op-
erationsofficer, with aletter of gppreciation
for hiscoordinetion of the EL DPunderway.
Applingisagraduate of apreviousELDP
dess

OnMarch4, advilian enginering corn-
tractor auffered aheart atack that Sopped his
heart on Kaser. Fortunatdy, Kaiser'sMedi-
cd Savice Officer Rene S. Pamintuan
revived the patient with sandard CPR and
the use of theautomatic externd defibrilla:

COMPASS

Military Sedlift Heet Support Conm+
meand announced its Mariner Award of
Excdlence recipients Feb. 24. Thee
awards recognize and honor civil service
mariners of the MSC fleet considered
the most outstanding in their depart-
ment during the year. From the deck
department are Chief Mate Edward
Santillan, 2nd Mate Airica Dryden
and Boatswain’s Mates David Floyd
and Felix Garcia. Fromtheengine
department are 2nd Assistant Engi-
neers Larry Baker and Duane Sims,
Deck Machinist Harold Schaum and
Junior Engineer Victor Abad; fromthe
supply department are Chief Stewards
Victorino Damasco and Orlando
Josafat, Yeoman Storekeeper Michael
Wine and Steward Utilityman Foren-
cio Ebanculla; from the communica-
tions office are Chief Radio Electronic
Technician Colin Strong and Ship’s
Communications Officer Jeffrey
Yohn; fromthemedica department

are Medical Services Officers Renato
Pamintuan and Christopher Hudson.
Hudson was dso sdected from among
al of the awardess asthe Mariner Em-
ployeeof the Year.

Thefallowing unlicensed civil
service marinerswere recognized for
demondrating their skill in assisting
and devel oping expertiseamong their
fdlow crew members by being named
Shipmates of the Year: Junior Engineer
Victor Abad, Chief Steward Ricardo
Bautista, Radio Electronic Technician
Robert Briggs, Supply Utilitymen Ric
Castillo and Nelson Collado, Chief
Cook Edwin Rodriguez and Yeoman
Storekeeper Michael Wine.

MSFSC's contracting directorate has
been busy working ona 70-day reectiva-
tion and regular overhaul contract pack-
age for fleet replenishment oiler USNS
JoshuaHumphreys. Theshipisbeing
reactivated by M SC after having been
out of servicefor four years

tor. The patient wasthen flown to Balboa
Hogpitdl for trestment.

Rear Adm. Mark Buzby, commander,
Military Sedlift Command, visited Sen Di-
ego Feb. 25-28. While there, Buzby toured
MSC'snewest dry cargo/ammunition ship
USNSMéatthew Perry and oneof MSC's
mogt seasoned veterans, ammunition ship
USNSHint. Buzby dsohdd anadmird’'s
cdl withthedvil savicemarinersat the
Cugomer Sarvice Unit West and sarved asa
Seeker & the chrigtening and launch of the
dry cargo/ammunition ship USNS Charles
Drew.

Navy Capt. Jerome Hamel, commander,
SFALOGRAC, avarded Navy L t. Florence
Beato the Navy Commendation Medd dur-
ingabrief ceremony Feb. 22. Bestorecaived
themedd for hismeritoriousservicewnhile
sving ssasidant maneger intermnd controls
officer and mission capability essessment
coordinetor for SEALOGPAC from duly to
October 2009. TheawardisBeaio'ssixth
Navy CommendationMedd.

« HEADING

MSFSC labor and employee rdaions
specidigsand dvil sarvice mariners
joined other Military Sedlift Command
personnd, aswell as representatives
from Seefarers Internationa Union, Ma
rine Engineer’s Beneficial Association,
and Internationd Magters Maesand
Pilots Union, for a briefing on interest-
based bargaining techniques. The Wash
ington, D.C.-training sesson, which
was hosted by the Federal Mediation
and Condiliation Service, approached
bargaining in different ways.

In February, Loren Heckelman re-
lieved Joyce Jurkowski ascomptroller,
MSFSC. Heckdlman bringsextensive
knowledge and experienceto hisnew
position, which he gained during 29
years as a Navy supply officer and his
subsequent two yearsin the private sec-
tor. Heckdman'slagt four assgnments
in uniform were fleet comptroller, U.S.
Heat Forces Command/U.S. Atlantic
Fleet; commanding officer, Fleet and
Industrid Supply Center Norfolk; senior
readiness programmer, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations; and supply
officer on the aircraft carrier USS Abra-
ham Lincaln.

MSFSC wishesfair windsand fol-
lowing seesto Information Systems
Technicians 1st Class Tracy Jackson,
2nd Class Monica Porter and 3rd
Class Ralph Cummings. Thethree
petty officers transferred from MSFSC
in mid-February.

Fair windsand following seesdso
to Pursers Alfredo Bautista Lee Tice,
Chief Steward Robert Burdine,
Assistant Damage Control Officer
Brigido Garcia, Medical Services Of-
ficer James Gilliam 1, Capt. Thomas
Schwinn and Utilityman Rafael
\elazquez asthey retire. Thank you for
your sarvice.

For moreMSFSC and civil sarvice
mariner news, view the online newdetter
a www/msc.nav.mil/msfsc/newdetter.




Grapple helps recover downed Ethiopian aircraft

By Adrian Schulte,
MSC Public Affairs

ivil service marinersand U.S. Navy divers
ard Military Sedift Command rescue and

salvage ship USNS Grapple weretraining with
Tunisan diversin the Mediterranean watersin the
port of Bizerte, Tunisia, when the tragedy happened.
Ethiopian Airlines Flight 409 crashed off the coast of
Lebanon Jan. 25 onitsway to Addis Ababa, killing
all 90 people on board.

Navy guided missile destroyer USS Ramage and
Navy P-3 Orion aircraft responded to arequest for as-
sistance within hours of the crash. Later on the same
day, Grapple was also caled on to assist the govern-
ment of Lebanon in the recovery and salvage of the
crashed plane.

“When we received notification to depart Tunisia
and go to Lebanese territorid watersto assist with the
recovery effort, it was hittersweet,” said Grapple's
civil service master Capt. Curtis Smith. “Wanting
to finish the job in Tunisia was foremost, but sailing
across the Mediterranean to assist another country
with recovery effortsis one of the many jobs Grapple
does”

Grappleisone of four MSC rescue and salvage
shipsthat can rapidly deploy and provide salvage,
towing and firefighting assistance. The ship is fitted
with a7.5-ton-capacity boom forward and a 40-ton-
capacity boom aft that can be used for salvage opera
tions. Grappleis crewed by 26 civil service mariners
who operate and navigate the ship and four Navy
sailors who operate the communications suite.

In the past, Grapple and its sister ships have been
caled upon for smilar missions. In 2008, USNS
Grasp recovered two downed Air Force F-15C jets
from the Gulf of Mexico.

After receiving the cal, Grapple got underway for
Augusta Bay, Sicily, to pick up 15 U.S. Navy divers,
explosive ordnance disposal technicians and their
gear before heading to Lebanon. The diversand EOD
personnel were from Mobile Diving and Salvage
Unit Two based in Little Creek, Va., and Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit Eight homeported in
Augusta Bay.

“It'snot out of the ordinary to bring EOD units
alongside MDSU units” said Navy Chief Warrant
Officer William Turner, officer in charge of the em-
barked MDSU detachment. “They bring additional

equipment to the table that alows usto work
more efficiently in an operation like this.”

The EOD detachment brought along their
semi-closed circuit MK-16 MOD breathing ap-
paratuses, side-scan sonar equipment and adiving
medical officer to assist with the mission.

On theway to the crash site, Grapple was
diverted to Cyprusfor three daysto alow athreat-
ening weather system to pass. Grapple arrived off
the coast of Lebanon the morning of Feb. 6.

Grapple'sdiversand CIVMARs immedi-
ately got to work upon arrivel. The diversand
EOD personnel teamed up with members of the
Lebanese armed forces to locate the debris field.
The CIVMARSs operated the ship’'sboom to raise
wreckage that waslocated 115 to 148 feet below
the sea surface.

Grapple's CIVMARSs dso operated the ship's
rigid-hull inflatable boat and work boat with the
diversin order to assist the Lebanese military with
their effortsto locate and recover the plan€' sdata
recorders, said Smith.

The diversand crew of Grapple recovered part
of the plane'stail section and transferred it to a
Lebanese landing craft, said Smith. The rear sec-
tion of the fuselage was dragged out of the way to
alow the Lebanese military to dive and locate a
data recorder.

Grapple’'s CIVMARs and divers wrapped up
their mission the evening of Feb. 10, four days
after arriving on scene.

Theteamwork of the diversand CIVMARS
aboard Grapple contributed to a successful mis-
son, said Smith.

The diversand EOD personnel counted on the
cooperation of their international counterpartsto
get the mission done.

“I"'m proud of thework that our team ac-
complished,” said Turner. “It was great to work
aongside the EOD team and the Lebanese armed
forces; and our team accomplished alot in a short
timeframe.”

After completing the mission, Grapple dropped
off the members of the EOD unit in Augusta Bay,

before returning to Norfolk, the port from which
Grapple operates when not forward deployed.

MC2 Wi Iliam Pittman, U.S 6th Fleet Public Affairs,
contributed to this story.

U.S. Navy divers 2nd Class Todd Walsh and Matthew Trautman, both
assigned to Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 2 embarked aboard Mili-
tary Sealift Command rescue and salvage ship USNS Grapple, prepare
to dive into the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Lebanon Feb. 9.
Grapple assisted the Lebanese Armed Forces during recovery opera-
tions of Ethiopian Airlines Flight 409.

Button shines in Flash Metal exercise in Maldives

By Edward Baxter
SEALOGFE Public Affairs

ilitary Sedlift Command's Diego

Garcia-based Maritime Preposition-
ing Ship USNS SGT William R. Button
participated in Hash Metd 2010, abilateral
maritime security training exerciseinthe
Maldives, agroup of 19 scenic aollslocated
off Indid's southwestern coadt, Feb. 15-17.

The 673-foot-long Button, which
routinely supportsthe U.S. Marine Corps
as the flagship for the nine-ship MPS
Squadron Two in the Indian Ocean, served
asaplatform for maritime-interception
training with forces from the Republic
of the Madives Nationa Defense Force
Coast Guard. Because the Madives has no
standing navy, their Coast Guard protects
the nation’s 644 miles of coastlineand
nearby commercial sealanes.

Flash Meta was designed to provide
vauable, hands-on training in maritime
security matters, aswell asto foster strong
military-to-military relationships between
the United States and the Republic of the
Maldives.

L eading the exercise was an embarked
team of 15 Guam-based special force op-
erators from Navy Special Warfare Unit
One and nine Maldivian Coast Guard
personnel based aboard their modern,78-
foot coastal-surveillance vessel — the
Maldivian Nationa Defense Force ship
Ghazee.

Therole of Button's 29 civilian mari-
ners, who work for a private company
under contract to MSC, wasto ensurethe

safety of dl personnel on board, includ-
ing the up to 50 additiond personne
embarked on the ship during the exercise.
The ship’s 10 embarked military person-
nel, under the command of aNavy captain
suadron commander, were responsible for
coordinating al operational aspects of the
exercise with the embarked Navy Specid
Forces and the host nation.

Setting sail

On the morning of Feb. 12, Button
headed north from Diego Garciafor the
Maldives— known for itscrysta blue
waeters and scenic beaches— and anchored
off Huluhule, Bandos, and the Garifushi
Idands on the morning of Feb. 15. The
ship would remain at anchor throughout
theexercise.

“Overdl, thejourney to the Mddives
was very smooth and the seaswere calm,”
said Button's civilian master Capt. Lloyd
Dorricott.

Before the exercise began, MPS Squad-
ron Two’s operations officer, Navy Chief
Warrant Officer Charles Briggs, met with
the Madives assistant defense minister
and Maldivian Coast Guard officials in
order to make final plans for the exercise.

Training gets underway

Once planswerein place, the multi-
faceted training got underway with afocus
on several aspects of maritime security.
Training included comprehensive reviews
of procedures for boarding a ship suspected
of carryingillicit cargo or personnel at seg;
searching and securing of personnel and

living spaces; and securing of abridge and
engine room.

“The Mddivians were attentive students
who seemed very eager to learn throughout
thetraining evolutions,” said Navy Capt.
Fred Harr, commander of MPS Squadron
Two, who was embarked on Button. “The
embarked military members and Button's
civilian mariners provided outstanding
support to ensurethat all training objectives
were met.”

Flash Meta dsoincluded training in
damage-control methods. Navy Hull
Technician 2nd Class Cory Petersen from
Naval Support Fecility Diego Garcia's
port operations department conducted two
days of intense damage control train-
ing for the nine officers and crew from
Ghazee.

Damage control training zeroed in on
response to shipboard fires and repair
of cracked or ruptured pipes. Similarly,
Petersen embarked on the Maldivian
vessel to observe their damage control
methods.

“Once aboard Ghazee, | could seetheir
forces were quite well trained in fire fight-
ing procedures, including checking a po-
tential hot space before entering,” Petersen
sad. “The Mddivians were very receptive,
open minded and easy to work with.”

Commodore Harr was also impressed
when he embarked Ghazee. “ Their ves-
sel was very modern and well main-
tained,” Harr said. “ The engineering
plant was most impressive, possessing
both jet drive and conventional propel-
ler propulsion.”

High marks as host

Throughout the exercise, Button ex-
cdlled inits support asatraining platform
— expecidly with the larger-than-usual
number of personne embarked.

Button's eight-person steward's de-
partment, led by Chief Steward Dennis
Redding, worked long hours to ensure thet
everyone ate well while onboard.

“The ship’'s tewards department is ac-
customed to and iswell prepared to accom-
modate additional personnel,” Dorricott
sad. “This crew can shift gears and adjust
from asmaller crew to asurge of personnel
inarelatively short period of time.”

Fostering strong relationships

Leadersfrom the Madives, agrowing de-
mocracy which held its first-ever multi-candi-
date presdentid dection lessthantwo years
ago, showed interest inthe bilaterd exercise.
The HonorableAmeen Faid, the Mddives
minister of defense and nationd security, and
M4g. Gen. MoosaAli Jded, chief of theMd-
dives defenseforce, went on board Button to
observetheexercise Feb. 16-17.

Upon the completion of ahighly suc-
cessful three-day exercise, Button departed
Maldivian waters Feb. 18 and arrived back
in Diego Garcia's scenic lagoon Feb. 21.

“The exercise was a significant opportu-
nity to demongtrate to the Maldivian senior
leadership, both civilian and military, what
they are capable of,” Harr said. “1 hopewe
can build upon the success of thisexercise
to increase cooperation between our two
nationsin the future.”
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