MSC RFP # N00033-03-R-8004


QUESTIONS 

Questions 1-7 previously addressed.

8.  What are the requirements of Buy American Act? 

A:  As stated in FAR part 25.001, “The Buy American Act—

(1) Restricts the purchase of supplies, that are not domestic end products, for use within the United States.”  

Only products destined for use in the United States are required to be domestic end products.

9.  Gallon to Liter conversion rounded to whole numbers do not reflect the true quantity of material in the respective containers.  Issuing an order for 4 liters and receiving only 1 gallon would potentially result in a 5.4% overstatement of price.  

A:  The gallon to liter conversion for this solicitation is set forth in the statement of work.  The conversion is rounded to whole numbers to minimize the administrative burden and the associated costs of using decimals to the hundredths.  Historically, MSC has ordered approximately 97% of product in 5-gallon (19 liter) pails and 3% in 1-gallon (4 liter) pails.  Based on the historical information, shipments of the metric equivalent to one gallon have been minimal.  The advantage of using whole numbers per the stated conversion provides administrative cost savings to the Government, which outweighs the potential overstatement of price.  

10. Why has MSC decided to solicit these products in liters vice gallons?

A:  It is DoD policy to use the metric system as the preferred standard of measurement.  Military Sealift Command has made a decision to convert worldwide contracts to metric in accordance with the Metric Conversion Act of 1975 as amended by the Omnibus Trade & Competitiveness Act of 1988 as implemented by FAR 11.002 (b).  
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