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Instructions Regarding Applications To Make Post-1956 Military Service Deposits

About Your Military Service …

If you have military service prior to 1957, it is fully credited to you without a retirement deposit required, unless you retired form the military after 1956.  Any military service after 1956 must have a military deposit paid for this service to count in your retirement SCD.  The deposit is 3% (for FERS employees) of your military base pay, plus interest, if required.  The deposit is 7% (for CSRS employees) of your military base pay, plus interest accruing from October 1, 1989.  All employees hired for the first time on or after 01-01-1984 are FERS employees.  As a new employee, you have an interest free period of the first two years following FERS coverage, with the interest posted on the third anniversary date.  This is called your interest accrual date (IAD).  Interest is compounded each year on your IAD.  For example: if you were hired in a FERS covered position on March 3, 2003, you will not owe any interest if you pay the deposit before March 3, 2006 (the 3rd year following your first FERS appointment).  If you have additional periods of military service, your IAD will be posted in the same manner; that is, upon the 3rd anniversary after your return to your civilian position.  You should check with your servicing human resources office (MSC APMC) upon your return from active duty to see if you are entitled to other advantages as a result of the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Act (USERRA).

If you are retired military, your service will not count for retirement purposes unless you waive your military retired pay (prior to retirement from your civilian job) in addition to making a deposit for that service. 

If you wish to make a deposit to your retirement system for Post-1956 Military Service, please follow the procedures outlined below.

Deposit for military service must be paid in full 90 days prior to retirement.

Mail a copy of all DD-214s, if you were issued more than one, and with YOUR NAME, IF DIFFERENT THAN THE NAME ON THE FRONT OF THE DD-214, YOUR HOME ADDRESS AND HOME PHONE NUMBER WRITTEN ON THE BACK of the DD 214 to:


DON, MSC APMC


ATTN MRS LANDICK


PO BOX 120


VIRGINIA BEACH VA 23458-0120.

Or FAX a copy of all DD-214s with YOUR NAME, HOME ADDRESS AND HOME PHONE NUMBER WRITTEN ON THE COVER SHEET to Mrs. Landick at 757-417-4496.

Please, do not mail anything to the Navy Finance Center.  Not all employees were in the Navy.

If you do not have a copy of all DD 214s, that show the dates of entrance and separation for each period of service, you may wish to contact someone at “home” who has access to your personal files and ask them to send me a copy of all your DD 214s; please be sure to ask them to include a return address and phone number.  If you do not have the required documents, you can request copies of all of your DD 214s from the National Archives and Records Administration by submitting an SF 180, Request Pertaining to Military Records, which is available on the MSC web site at www.msc.navy.mil/civmar/benefits or can be mailed to you. 

Once you have all DD 214s and have mailed them to me, I will prepare Form RI 20-97, Estimated Earnings During Military Service (EEDMS).  I will contact your former branch(es) of military service.  When they have provided me with your estimated earnings, I will prepare a calculation of the deposit required to purchase your military service based on the date that you were first employed and your retirement system.  At that time I will forward a letter to you outlining your options and provide you with complete instructions for making payments or payroll deductions and the appropriate application form based on your retirement system.  This process take approximately 90 to 120 days to complete from the time I receive all of your DD 214s.  If you have any questions, I can be reached at (757) 417-4277 or DSN 537-4277.  I can also be reached by email at Mariner.Benefits@msceast.msc.navy.mil
